AIS NOIDA

Status of the week
“Bosnia. They don’t
have roads but they
have Facebook.”
Devina, XI E, AIS Noida

INSIDE

Combination please? P3

Facing the facts, P7

Should ‘Hindi’, the principal
official language of India, be
compulsory in class X?
a) Yes b) No c) Can’t say
To vote, log on to
www.theglobaltimes.in

POLL RESULT

for GT issue August 29, 2011

64%
48%
32%

4 % Can’t Say

80%

26% No

70% Yes

Are social networking sites
responsible for mobilizing the
youth towards social causes?

THE GL BAL TIMES

ree

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2011

www.theglobaltimes.in

ign up.It’s

And it always will be

However, it pockets only 400 clicks per
million pages and is not as successful-partially because the users are interested in
‘Facebooking’ rather than business and
dating websites. Devina O’ Connell of
Class VIII D, AIS Noida annotates, “To
my utter surprise, I found that Facebook
makes millions of dollars from the side
panel advertisements on each page. The
site earned about – hold your breath – 800
million dollars in 2010 alone.”

Click. Coin.
Click. More coin!
Ever wondered how
Mark Zuckerberg
managed $800 million
with a social
networking site that
doesn’t even ask a cent
from its users? So,
where is all this
moolah coming from?

There
might just be a group regarding the workings of Facebook and ironically so, it may
also involve a paid application. Speaking
of applications, Facebook is the bejeweled
jackpot of all applications ranging from
anything to everything. The developers
have to pay Facebook an initial fee of $375
to make an application and when it’s able
to gather a vast portion of users, then its
officially given the green light by Facebook and is tagged as ‘Verified’. These applications are then showcased everywhere
on the site to bring in an even larger crowd
and subsequently, more money.

‘Ad’ding more Advertisements:

“W

Vishnu Sarthak Sinha
XII C, AIS Noida

assup?” Enter the realms
of Mark Zuckerberg – the
young prodigal genius
and architect behind the fastest growing
website
in
the
world
FACEBOOK, which offers extremely
popular, influential and addictive social
networking in a sweet little package at the
price of nothing, which hits you like a ton
of bricks and blows away your mind along
with any prospect of sleep. Ever wondered
how the creators, owners and partners of
Facebook get hold of Scrooge’s treasure
and get to even roll around in gold while
you don’t pay a cent? “I’m glad that Facebook is free as I don’t think anyone can
afford a travesty of such proportions,”
quips Katyayani Singh of Class XI F, AIS
Noida.

‘Micro’management: Well, firstly, a sec-

tion of Zuckerberg’s gold goblets bear the
mark of their exclusive advertising partner
– Microsoft. The name should sound familiar if you have not been living under a
rock for the last 36 years. The hugely successful public multinational corporation
also has its canines sunk into our beloved

Illustration: Ishita Sinha, XI E, AIS Noida

Facebook, which serves specific advertisements that are part of the Microsoft
inventory.

Tring Tring. Call from Zuckerberg? Remember how you get those annoying calls
from banks, agencies and companies?
Facebook Mobile could very well be held
responsible as it distributes its consumer
database to the mentioned authorities for
millions of dollars. Yes, no wonder they
are so hell bent on giving you that bonus
card or super offer. Telecommunication
companies like Airtel, Vodafone, etc. also
team up with Facebook to help provide
you free surfing experience for the respective connection.
You might as well also sigh with relief as
Zuckerberg is not going to push his precious website into ‘premium zone’ anytime soon and risk losing his beloved fan
base or bring peace to inveterate linguists
all across the globe. That’s ‘Mark’ed for
sure, right Mark?G T

Report sensibly and sensitively
16%
0%

Results as on September 2, 2011

More coin: Click-through rate (CTR) is

another fascinating concept, which in simple terms, is the number of times the advertisements are actually clicked on.

F

rom Baba Ramdev’s controversial fast to the
26/11 Mumbai attacks, he has covered it all.
The ‘he’ here refers to none other than Mr.
Arunoday Mukharji, a Special Correspondent
and anchor with CNN-IBN. Two young GT reporters, Misha Gupta, IX A and Vaishnavi
Sridhar, XII A, AIS Noida interact with the
suave crime journalist behind the scenes as he
reveals the dynamic world of fast paced
journalism.
What motivated you to get into
the field of journalism?
As a youngster in school and
college, debating and public
speaking always interested
me. I loved to speak spontaneously on social and
contemporary issues. I
was also a keen follower
of current affairs and enjoyed reading newspapers. This helped me
develop an interest in news and political events.

Even after choosing journalism as a career option, what prompted you to get
into the dangerous world of crime reporting?
To be very frank, I didn’t choose crime
reporting. It was assigned to me by my
boss and I took it up as a challenge in
my new profession. I was 20 years old

which you deal with that stress is what is important. I like
to take the challenge head on because there is no point
dodging the problem. Most importantly, if one has chosen
a career in such a field, one must always be prepared.

Arunoday Mukharji with Vaishnavi & Misha
then and it excited me. I enjoyed the idea of tracking investigations and new trends in criminal activity. It’s a vast
subject, and gave me the high to explore it from every
possible angle.

Which assignment has been the most memorable one?
That would be covering the 26/11 terror attacks live for
three consecutive days. It was memorable because I had
to maintain a tough balance between duty and personal
safety. We had to take cover behind barricades and were
even forced to lie down and continue our live coverage.
All the while we had to maintain calm because we could
not afford to panic on air. We had to report responsibly
without giving out too many details of the ongoing operation so as not to jeopardize national security.

Do you have any apprehensions about putting your life
in jeopardy when you are asked to report live from a
scene of conflict?
It would be a lie to say that I am not scared when I am
told to cover scenes from a conflict zone. The manner in

What is your take on how journalism is evolving in
India?
It’s a buzzing and dynamic profession. Just think how far
we have come from the Doordarshan days. It’s an area,
which is becoming more competitive by the day and that’s
why we must never forget our responsibility of being fair
and neutral in our reporting. Resist accusations of sensationalism and report sensibly and sensitively.

Do you feel that the internet poses a threat to journalism and other forms of media?
I don’t think so. While the internet is easily accessible,
every news agency, be it a channel or a newspaper has an
internet portal as well. These internet portals again have
several journalists working for them. The feeling of surfing through news channels or more importantly, the daily
newspaper which you enjoy early morning with your cup
of tea can never be replaced.

What would your advice be for budding journalists like
us to prepare for the challenges ahead?
Develop a keen interest in news. Follow one newspaper
everyday. Watch one news bulletin of one channel before
you sleep. Subscribe to one weekly magazine and also try
and tune into a discussion based show on the most current
and burning issue of the week. You should be well informed in all subjects. Looking forward to seeing many of
you on TV in the future and for you writers, hoping to see
your names against articles in leading newspapers.G T

Burqa Ban Swiss Bank account
Unveiled! Wanna invest?

B

Sankalp Dikshit, XII G &
Aditi Phatak, XII G, AIS Noida

News and Views

urqa, a veil essentially
considered as the symbol of morality, privacy and modesty has
triggered an intense racial tension in the West, sparking off
debates. Recently, many European nations like France and Belgium have
passed legislations that seek to ban the Muslim
burqa and niqab in public places. The ban is supposedly made on the grounds of secularism and
ensuring safety, stating that burqa provides an
excellent disguise and hence threatens to hamper
the security of the country.
The ban seems to have drawn mixed responses
with a few for it and many against. “The forceful imposition of burqa, read muslim women
being forced by men to wear burqa in the name
of religion, is nothing but an erosion of human
rights. To avoid such exploitation of women, it
should be banned,” says Kritvi Methi, IX B,
AISN. However, the ban is facing a lot of criticism as it seems to fall flat on the humanitarian
grounds. It denies
women of their basic
fundamental right of
freedom of expression
and individual choice.
“The burqa ban is an
exploitation of people’s religious sentiments, therefore it is
distraught and unreasonable,”
says
Keshav Kansal XII
G, AISN. G T
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Swiss bank- no more a safe haven for black
money. Illegal moolah seeks a new residence?
Keshav Kansal, XII G
AIS Noida

Reported: The Swiss Bank finally revealed the amount of
money that Indians have supposedly stashed in their Swiss
Bank accounts. According to
the data provided by the Swiss
Bank, India has more black
money than rest of the world
put together. India is topping
the list with black money
amounting to $1500 billion approx. in swiss banks, followed
by Russia $470 Billion, UK
$390 Billion, Ukraine $100 Billion and China with $96 Billion. All the 3G scams seem so
much more appropriate and
connected after this staggering
figure revealed by the Bank.

What it is? : You must have heard
about the Swiss Bank accounts
earlier, but do we really know
how the system is contradistinctive from the regular banking
system? Well, the Swiss Bank
does not ask about the source of
the money deposited, and neither
does it provide any information
to legal and bureaucratic authorities about the amount of money
invested by a person in the Bank.

News Room

Newsreels

Google acquires
Motorola Mobility

G

Keshav Kansal, XII G, AIS Noida

oogle, the search engine giant has agreed
to buy Motorola Mobility for $12.5 billion
in order to ‘supercharge’its Android Operating
system and build up its patent portfolio. This latest acquisition is believed to be an unusual move
for the search giant, helping it enter directly into
the handset business.
Already having a market share of more than
65% in the internet world, it seems like Google
is looking forward to virtually capturing the
whole of the multi-faceted gadget world.

Gaddafi’s den bombed
Aastha Singh, IX, AIS Noida

Myths: The myth about the Swiss
bank i.e. Swiss Bank accounts
are only for millionaires and
criminals does not hold much of
prudence and authenticity, after
having a check on A. Raja’s bank
balance! They're available to lots
of average people have Swiss
Bank accounts. The myth that the
money invested in Switzerland
yields no interest is also deluding
since it has been observed that
people have earned more than a
million dollars after investing
money in their Swiss Bank accounts. Quite similar to a rapid
money multiplier?

The bottoml ine: Even though
the Swiss bank is open to one and
all, it is an abode for illegal
money breeders, which is evident
from the recent stories highlighting the scams and scandals in the
lustrous world of finance. When
the likes of Suresh Kalmadi can
invest and earn a highly reasonable interest, we obviously as
government-fearing citizens of
the country also can view the
Swiss Bank as a potential source
of our earnings.
Need more details, log on to
www.myswissbankaccount:confidentialnomore.com.G T

A

fter 42 years of military dictatorship of
Muammar el-Gaddafi, it
seems like his reign has
finally come to an end.
On 23rd August, NATO
forces bombed Muammar
Gaddafi’s residence Bab
Al-Aziziyah
in
the
Libyan capital. Speculations are rife that Gaddafi might have been inside the military compound while the heavy
bombing happened. The Libyan Uprising that
began in Benghazi in February 2011, and had
spread to the capital Tripoli took on to another
level with this firing incident. Gaddafi’s dictatorship was finally overthrown by the citizens of
Libya and after years, the nation experienced
freedom. They are now following a TFG (Transitional federal government).G T

GTians meet

Editorial minds @ work
Work+fun=GT

Contest Edition

2 World Mirror
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TEACHERS are like the rains in the summer season. Like school
is our second home, teachers are like our parents. They always
work for our well being and the enhancement of our personalities.
Keshav Kansal, XII G, Page Editor, AISN

Faces behind young journos

We know how to pose too!

A la carte
or Buffet

Contest Edition

An immense source of inspiration, begetters of
education, TEACHERS help us rack up the power
of knowledge and become better human beings.
Abhishi Bhatia, XII G, AIS Noida, Page Editor
Illustration: Ishita Sinha, XI E, AIS Noida

Learning Curve
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Education & Enhancement

A fixed combination of subjects - is that what we want?

E

Abhishek Basak, XII F, AIS Noida

ducation, etymologically speaking, simply
means “bring forth what is within.” The primary
focus of education is and should (supposedly)
be invoking one’s true potential. Has it succeeded? I

T

Abhishi Bhatia, XII G, AISN

hese fundamental questions are
at the heart of the multidisciplinary science of Astrobiology.
One of the world’s oldest ideas—that
life developed and exists in more places
than just Earth—is now one of world’s
newest research programs.
Astrobiology, basically, addresses the
question - whether life exists beyond
Earth. An emanating and thriving field,
Astrobiology provides incalculable ca-

Sports

Pic: Mayank Butani, XI J, AIS Noida

Ashmi
displaying
her awards

doubt there are too many artists, authors or chefs, who
cite the education system as ‘helpful’. At most, it probably made them realize they wanted to do nothing
closely related to what they were taught in school.
The system consists of three streams: Science, Commerce and Humanities. These three streams are rigid
and inflexible. In simple terms, the subjects of one
stream do not venture into the territory of the other as
it is ‘forbidden’ by the education system.
It is likely that a student, who expresses interest in business studies and economics, may cower at the sight of
the mighty and colossal accountancy. Similar is the
state of a student who, due to taking PCB, has to experience the drudgery of chemistry, a subject which he
(rather understandably) loathes. The education system
should counter these inconsistencies with a more flex-

How did life begin on Earth? How has it evolved? Is there life elsewhere?
reer and employment prospects. Elaborates Ruhi Choudhary, XII, AIS Noida,
“Astrobiology today is a growing field,
in terms of both research and teaching.
Studying astrobiology is also a good way
to prepare for a career in science journalism or science management.” One
could even study a traditional science

Howzatt!?!

Achievement Galore
Individual champion in under
17, girls (UP state)

Glory
8 gold medals in UP state
championship

Amity Institute
for Competitive
Examination
Presents

Brainleaks-17
B (CLASS XI-XII)

ible system, where the students are allowed to swap
chemistry or history for a subject they express more interest in. “I wish I could swap accountancy for history,”
fantasizes Anirudh of class XI. Similar fantasies are
echoed by thousands of students due to the restrictive
education system.
Are we actually allowed to choose the ‘combination’
of subjects we want? Do we have the cull to take up
physics, business studies and law together? NO!
These brutal distortions of the possibilities of the three
streams, though mysterious, remain a blatant inconsistency in the education system. To realize their (supposed) potential, students must be given freedom and a
system not as restrictive as the current one. Only then
can it be considered something not dreamt of before:
an experience of a lifetime.G T

ASTROBIOLOGY-THE SKY’S NO LIMIT
like microbiology and take cross-disciplinary courses to hone ones skills in astrobiology. Not only this, Astrobiology
also serves as a forum for scientists seeking to ameliorate the understanding of
life’s origin, evolution, distribution and
destiny in the universe. Astrobiology is
an extremely alluring subject and is

being taken up by many motivated researchers, who are unafraid to explore
unknown territories and are open to new
ideas. With a large number of people taking it up as a career option, astrobiology
is undoubtedly heading towards being
one of the most coveted subjects in the
field of science.G T
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When a cell is kept in 0.5M solution of
sucrose, its volume does not alter. If the
same cell is placed in 0.5M solution of
sodium chloride, the volume of the cell
will:
A. Increase
C. Cell will be plasmolysed
B. Decrease
D. Not show any change
Last Date:
Sep 15, 2011

3

correct entries win
attractive prizes

Name:...........................................................
Class: ...........................................................
School:.........................................................

Correct Answer for Brainleaks 15:
(C) IV>I>II>III

Winners:

Ishan Mehta
XII-C, AIS Gur 46
Vrinda
XII-C, AIS Gur 46
Nikita Agarwal XI, AIS Vasundhara-6

Send your answer to The Global Times, AKC
House, E-27, Defence Colony, New Delhi - 24
or e-mail your answer at
amityglobaltimes@gmail.com

BASICS

Graduate program
Eligibility: General exposure to
Science
Students applying abroad need to
take GRE
 The NASA Astrobiology Institute(NAI) is perhaps the best institute
to study the subject.
 The Indian Astrobiology research
centre also offers ‘Diploma in Astrobiology’ as one of its courses

Enter the Dragon

8th rank at Junior Nationals
8th rank at Senior Nationals
Individual champion CBSE
East zone championship
2 silver medals CBSE
Nationals.

Swimming to

D

*** Sportstar***

Vallari Suharsh, XI F, AIS Noida

iving headfirst into the pool
with a deadly determination and
coming out victorious! Ashmi
Choudhury, a student of class XI, AIS
Noida, calls it one of the most exhilarating experiences. She clocks in at 32 seconds for 50m and is the one of the fastest
under 16 swimmers, 8th all over India!
So is it only about the medals? “I love to
compete and no, it’s not only about the
medals. Swimming is not only my favorite hobby but it’s also my passion.”
This petite young teenager, is dedicated,
puts in a lot of hard work, practices for

2-3 hours daily and has a strict diet
regime. Does it take a toll on her studies, after all she is in class XI? “It’s difficult to balance studies and swimming
but I try to do my best. Time management is the key.” Her elder sister, also a
swimmer, is her inspiration. Ashmi
dreams of becoming an Olympic swimmer, but she realizes that it’s not an easy
dream. She blames the cricket-centric
nation for this, “The swimming scene in
India is not a viable career option, however much I want it. I want to do Aeronautical Engineering and become a
pilot!” What? After conquering water,
she now wants to take to the skies!G T

AIS Noida
students
practising in
their Martial
arts class

Martial art is not black belt; it is about student, disciple and master

T

Amlaan Kumar, VIII E, AIS Noida

he success of ‘Dabangg’ and
‘Singham’ has one thing in common-the emphasis on the need to
stand up and fight. How long can one
continue reading about enhanced levels
of violence, road rage, injustice, ragging,
rape and remain immune to it? Before it
incapacitates the society, it is time to
equip people to put a STOP to such transgressions of their fundamental rights. It’s
time to train oneself to defend against it.
It’s about time to introduce ‘Martial arts’.

Lesson 1: Defence and not attack
While the general impression remains
that martial art equips one to fight, it is a
mechanism of self-defence. So, if some

one tries to rag you at school, do not be
a mute Gandhian, save your cheek and
the enemy will chicken out.

Lesson 2: The Therapeutic Value
The emotional stress of children at
school due to academic and parental
pressures, or unedited access to adult
life at an early age is causing increased
aggression and suicide. Steps in - Martial arts! Bruce Lee, who endorsed this
art in cinevision to fight evil, hails it as
a complete emotional expression. He
says, “Its therapeutic value to cope with
the challenges of modern life is unparalleled.”
Lesson 3: Humility, way of life
Martial art is not about flexing your

Pic: Mayank Butani, XI J, AIS Noida

muscles alone. It is about learning a way
of life, where there is humility and respect for others, something that the new
generation kids caught in the frenzy of
consumerist society need to imbibe.

Lesson 4: Spiritual Development
How many times do children go up to
their teacher and confess the truth? How
many times do people forgive others for
their mistake? And all that it requires is,
courage. Martial art teaches control of
mind over body.
For a fast developing country like India,
where agitation, aggression and (personal) agendas stand at every crossroad
of development, it’s time to brew the
young minds.
Are you ready to enter the dragon?G T

Have instinct, will psyche
4 Gyan Vigyan
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Science & Technology

“Logic gets you from A to B. Intuition gets you to the solution.”- Albert Einstein
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Illustration: Shaurya Athley, XI H, AIS Noida

Shefali Menezes, XII J &
Nayantara Mudur, IX A, AISN

ver ‘seen’ what’s going to happen
next, or ‘talked’ to an object? If
you have, you may be gifted with
extrasensory perception. Also called the
sixth sense or intuition, ESP can be defined as “the ability to sense or know
something instantly without reasoning.”
Consider this: the phone rings and without picking it up, you know who the
caller is. Driving home, you have a feeling that you should take another road,
and later the news claim there was an accident on that very road involving five
deaths... Hear any bells ringing?
Extrasensory perceptions, of which intuition is just an element, are a mystery,
such as:
Psychometrics- Touch an object and its
entire life events are revealed to you,
along with its owner’s feelings.
Psychokinesis- The ability to move
things, or bend spoons with your mind.
While there are a plethora of mysteries
pertaining to ESPs, the bottomline is that
all of us, including animals have gut
feelings or an intuitive insight. ESPs
aren’t everyone’s cup of tea; some are
naturally gifted with a sixth sense. But
others can master them by learning
tricks likeClose your eyes, clear your heart and
let it go. Listen to the sounds around

you, without focusing on any one.
Try meditation and power yoga in the
morning, for not more than half an hour.
Trust that small voice inside you for
everything; it’s correct every single time.
Employ your subconscious. For example, before sleeping, repeat to yourself
that you will get up at so and so time
without the alarm, and it will happen.
Journal- Pour out all your emotions

and thoughts into a diary. It helps train
your hunches, which are nothing but
facts stored deep within your conscious.
With regular practice of these tips, harnessing your sixth sense would not be a
tough task anymore. But exercise caution- often a heightened sixth sense can
result in dissociative disorders. This aspect of the ESPs cube causes the sufferer
to become extremely suspicious of

Shutt(l)ing down..

what next?

P

Maheep Tripathi & Aditya Garg
XII D, AIS Noida

eeping into the future to breach
the ‘final frontier’, NASA’s
Apollo program brought human
flesh and blood to the surface of the
moon on July 20, 1969. After the roaring success of the Apollo missions,
NASA launched the space shuttle program in 1981. This launch ushered in an
era of spectacular technological advancements ranging from gravity-free
ink pens, plant light technology to carbon-based water filtration systems.
“For generations to come, the NASA
shuttle will remain synonymous to
space. It will be hard to forget the countdown before the launch and the rockets
tearing the sky!” comments Meghna
Bansal, XII, AIS Noida.

But here is a jolt back to earth. The space
shuttle program was concluded after
completing 30 years on July 21, 2011
when shuttle Atlantis, returning from its
final trip to space, touched down on a
runway at Kennedy Space Center. Reportedly NASA has shut down its shuttle
program in the wake of the horrifying incident in 2003 in which the ‘Columbia’
shuttle was reduced to ash in the earth’s
atmosphere. This was when we lost
Kalpana Chawla, a nationwide inspiration. After this incident, NASA has been
forced to retire its fleet of shuttle spacecrafts. The shutdown is also supposedly
courtesy Obama’s 2011 budget axe.

Shutdown Implications:

The curtains have closed on US domination in the field of space travel. It will
now have to depend on Russian Soyuz

spacecrafts to ferry astronauts to the International Space Station. NASA will also
experience a dearth of manned missions
to the moon for at least a decade now.

What next?

Currently, NASA is researching ways to
design and build aircraft that are quieter,
more fuel-efficient, and environmentally
responsible. It is also working to develop
NextGen- a futuristic airspace management system to revolutionize air travel.
New plans & technologies for space
travel to the red soil of Mars are also
under development.
With this space tourism will finally become a reality. This also spells a chance
for space agencies in developing countries to showcase their technological ingenuity. ISRO could well be the next
NASA! G T

Kartik Gupta, XII D, AIS Noida

 There are 62,000 miles of blood
vessels in the human body. If laid
end to end, they would circle the
earth 2.5 times.
 At over 2000 kilometers long, the
Great Barrier Reef is the largest living structure on Earth.
 Polar Bears are nearly undetectable by infrared cameras, due to
their transparent fur.
 An average person accidentally
eats 430 bugs each year of their life.
 Other than a cockroach, a chicken
named Mike had lived for 18
months without its head.
 The oceans contain enough salt to
cover all the continents to a depth of
nearly 500 feet.
 The temperature on the surface of
Mercury exceeds 430 degrees during the day, and plummets to minus
180 degrees centigrade at night.
 Mercury rotates very slowly but
revolves around the Sun in approximately less than 88 days.G T

everything around him. There is a possibility of syndromes like the Cotard and
Fregoli, where the victim believes he has
arrived in the afterlife, and refuses to
recognize anyone from his social circle.
Even though no definite evidence has
ever been found to support the existence
of ESPs, it is taken for sure that the
world wouldn’t mind a few more Matildas, now will it? G T

Mind the brain

Brain is the peanut butter, mind is the
jelly, you need both to fill up your belly!

T

Shivang Bansal, XI E
AIS Noida

he mind-brain debate has
been going on for more
than twenty centuries.
Scientists and philosophers
argue that the mind does not
exist without the brain. So, is our
brain the fuel that sails the ship
or is it the ship itself? Or is it
something else entirely? Let us
find out.

Brain versus Mind

After 30 years of conquering the unfathomable, NASA puts
to rest its space shuttle program. What lies ahead?

Fact File

Contest Edition

When I think of my TEACHER, I don’t remember what marks she gave
me in UTs, or how she gave all my secrets away at PTMs; Looking back, I
just remember that she was always there for me whenever I needed her.
Shefali Menezes, XII J, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Illustration: Shaurya Athley, XI H, AIS Noida

It exists, mind it!

Brain is tangible and is virtually
the mainframe of the human
body, which implies that the
brain simply exists. Mind is said
to exist above the brain. It is
something that is not perceptible
by touch, or in other words,
BRAIN
Vs MIND
something that is mental.
The Performer
The Thinker
The brain controls all our physiFast
Faster than light
cal movements and carries out
Physical
Mental
the processing of the informaThe Inventor
Vision behind
tion, whereas, reasoning, percepinvention
tion, imagination, emotion,
The Worker
The Energy
attention and dreaming are reThe Builder
The Architect
garded as the functions of the
It understands
It knows
mind. The mind makes our perHardware
Software
sonality. And the habits of it
Car
Driver
create our individuality.
The relationship between brain
and mind can be compared to
that of a car and a driver respectively. between a human and a robot is just that
The brain obeys the mind. It is the mind the former has a mind while the latter
that gives all the directions and contin- doesn’t. So, if the mind hadn’t been
ues to accumulate all the experiences. there, the body would still function but
When the car rusts and 'dies', the driver’s the person would cease to exist as a permind lives on.
sonality, and you surely wouldn’t want
Though these two are separate entities, that.. will you?
they share a common ground. They can’t So, rack your brains as the debate conwork in isolation. It is through the brain tinues to go on with no consensus. Simthat we reach our minds. The difference ply mind it and brain it!G T

The twelfth-graders
midlife crisis
You held my hand and guided me at each step. Your contribution
in nurturing young minds is boundless and your lessons of life
eternal. Thank you TEACHER for making me what I am today.
Bhuvan Ravindran, XI B, AIS Noida, Page Editor

U, Me & Hum
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Whose life is it anyway?

5

Struggling with sleep? Immune to alarm clocks? Brain shutting down? You may be suffering from
Senioritis! Time for GenY to cope with yet another virus. Beware! You could be the next victim

D

Models: AIS Noida & Pic: Mayank Butani, XI J, AIS Noida

Abhinav Verma
XII G, AIS Noida

on’t feel like studying? Feel sick
even at the sight of your textbooks? Understandable! This
new age phenomenon of SENIORITIS
has taken the student world in its
diabolical grip.

What’s this? Don’t be fooled by the
name which screams ‘amateur’ in your
face, as it is an extremely deadly and
dangerous illness which induces laziness
and far-fetched dreamy visions rapidly,
and destroys your biological clock instantaneously. Caused by the lethal virus
‘boredom’ of genus ‘education’, usually
spread by the carriers ‘textbooks’, its
main implication is the slower working
of the brain. Every year, millions of kids
become baits for this noxious illness,
wherein they reach a point when they
just want to say, “Forget it” (as if they remembered anything in the first place!)
and fall into the depths of a dreamland
that awaits them with candies and balloons. <Brain shuts down>
‘Buzz-Buzz’-snooze-‘tring-tring’snooze-snooze-POWER OFF, this is the
story of the alarm clock. Sleeping becomes the favourite pastime and juniors
become the hunters’ delight. “I always

You know you have

Senioritis when

‘I am so dead!’ becomes the
pretext of every conversation
about a test.
 Stalking random people on
Facebook seems like the
coolest thing ever.
 The word LECTURE gives
you the ‘chills’.
 You raise your hand for any
cultural activity participation
in the school.
 Your notebook is filled with
your signatures in different
fonts, but finding one signature of your teacher seems like
the hardest task.


HIGH SCHOOL

DIAGNOSIS

senseless witch?!” wonders Aarohi
Drabu, XII, AIS Noida and then dozes
off instantly in the school bus.

Signs and Symptoms: Finding an escape
from the classroom is the survival story of
an average Senioritis victim. They crave
the excitement they get when they run
away from a curious teacher because
that’s the only kind of adrenaline rush that
- you know, rushes in. The victims en-

gage in photocopying, bunking, rolling
their eyes, cheating in tests and copious
amounts of yawning. A renowned scientist, Mr. <Censored> established that the
virus attacks the neurological and biological system, slowly bringing out the
animal in them. Witnesses around the
world report brutal acts of violence conducted by deprived students such as
killing of lots of mosquitoes (that’s genocide, mind you!).

Nature’s treasure trove
have this kind of superiority complex towards the junior kids in my school bus
and it is justified; I am smarter, I know
loads more than they do except just one
thing- why do the kids refer to me as a

Ranthambhore’s magical
wildlife trail can leave an
indelible imprint on the
explorer’s mind

Some magical moments

A

Bhuvan Ravindran, XI B, AIS Noida

trip to Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve in October last year, changed my life forever! So
awestruck I was on sighting my first tiger in
the wild that I forgot to shoot him live with my camera,
which had hung so diligently around my neck for hours,
waiting to give competition to any Nat Geo photographer. The huge, majestic cat stopped, turned to look directly at us, nodded before crossing over to the other
side and in that moment of time I am glad (now), I did
not allow technology to take control. I have always
been drawn to the jungle, but every second of my sighting of this graceful predator brought me closer to my
true calling – to become a successful tiger ambassador.
Braving the soaring temperatures that riveted from 43
degrees to 46 degrees centigrade, in a group of 18, we
were stepping into the wild for the first time. We stayed
in a modest yet comfortable resort and undertook four
exciting safaris into different zones. For many of my
friends who thought that a jungle was synonymous to
dense stretches of trees, the vast open plain land dotted
with ponds, grasslands and even the placid lakes that
hid ferocious crocodiles, certainly proved to be quite
an eye-opener for all of us!
Despite the sweltering heat and the sand on our faces,
the repeated forays into the forest did make an impact.
Parked alongside the rocky road, we waited for hours
for the tiger basking in the cool lake, unwilling to give
us an audience in all its magnificence. And lo, the tiger
swam across Raj Bagh, right through fifty crocodiles

Treatment: As for a cure for Senioritis,
scientific research is going on in the most
advanced secret labs around the world.
Scientists and law enforcers are baffled
at the absolute magnitude of the spread
of this infection and are racking thier
brains, while their quest for a solution
leads nowhere. We seniors would seriously slog for one if we weren’t that lazy.
*YAWN* G T
With inputs from Vishnu, XII C, AIS N

Today’s generation is
going bonkers with its
whacky new dictionary!
Are you updated yet?

Paridhi Lohani, VIII A, AIS Noida

and this was when the true grace of the king of the forest was felt. It was strange that my otherwise voluble
friends did not mind the silence around, broken occasionally by the call of the deer. The untamed and unpredictable charm of the wild is infectious and easily
rubbed on one and all aboard the dusty canter.
The most rewarding part of the trip was the sighting of
a leopardess that jumped from the tree top to stalk a
deer after separating it from its herd and even then, failing in its attempt to overpower her prey after a long
chase. I did not know whom to pity!
Ranthambhore is truly a magical place with moments
of sudden revelation. The imposing fortress with its legendary tales, water tanks, the ancient temple enshrining Lord Ganesha with three eyes, peacocks dancing
with their royal plumage, the shy sloth bear looking for
berries, and the spotted deer and sambar at the water

Pics & Collage by: Bhuvan Ravindran XI B, AIS Noida

hole not only had our cameras clicking but made me
wonder that everything did indeed connect. It opened
my eyes to what we are losing and what we have lost.
The cherry on the cake was the memorable visit to the
studio of the world renowned wildlife artist and photographer, M D Prashar. Famed for his life like imagery
of his elusive muse, the tiger, painted with soot and a
crumpled newspaper for a nib, he drew the eye of the
tiger for us finally nailing in the point. A WOW moment indeed! That night I did not find the need to watch
Animal Planet!
It is high time that all of us realize the importance of
saving tigers. If you too feel the same and wish to lend
your support, write tobhuvan.savetigers@gmail.com
I am proud to be an Indian as the Tiger is our National
Animal.G T

TOOTHPASTE HANGOVER: An
effect that makes everything taste
disgusting.
HEDGEHOG: A passenger who hogs
the aisle seat and does not let anyone else go in.
FACEBOOK MINUTE: An elongated
period of time spent on facebook,
when your intent was only to check
your messages.
TYPELESS: The state of being so astounded that one cannot type at all.
It implies writing equivalent of being
speechless.
G O O G L E H E I M E R ’ S : Condition
where you think of something you
want to Google, but by the time you
get to your computer, you forget
what it was.
GEEZ: Used to express mild surprise,
delight, dissatisfaction, or annoyance with something.G T

Muse

Editorial

The task of the excellent teacher is to stimulate
“apparently ordinary” people to unusual effort. The tough problem is not in identifying winners: it is in making winners out of ordinary
people.
K. Patricia Cross

Tiny footsteps unsure of
their destination, eyes seeking warmth and love, enter
the portals of a school; not
knowing if that is the right
thing to do. As toddlers, they
Dr. Amita Chauhan want to go back to the comforting confines of their
Chairperson
homes at the slightest pretext. But by the time they pass out of school
more than a decade later, the very same children
shed copious tears at the thought of having to
leave their alma mater. The one person, who has
a magical role to play in this poignant transformation, is the teacher.
In the primary years, a teacher is a mother, comforting and soothing, relieving you off all the
worries of your innocent world. The middle
school days see her playing the role of a counselor, gently guiding you through the turmoil of
adolescence. By the time you reach high school,
she dons multiple hats- of a friend, a mentor, a
guide. She pulls you out of failures. She walks
along in your insecurities. She inspires you to
surpass your limitations. She sculpts your raw
persona into a fine personality, creates an extraordinary masterpiece out of your ordinary
faculties. She makes you a winner.
For all the good times and bad, for all the laughter and tears, for the treasure trove of beautiful
memories and for what you are today, thank
your teacher.G T

A Special Calling

As a child, I would enjoy
playing ‘school’, scribbling
with chalk on the wide door
of the outhouse overlooking
our garden and reading a lesson from my science textbook
to my friends. My
Mrs Renu Singh
school
days were replete
Principal, AIS Noida
with experiences, wherein I
was inspired by the inherent ability of teachers
who touched our lives like no one else could. I
particularly adored my chemistry teacher, who
helped me bridge the gap between theory and
practice by fuelling my fascination for chemical
compositions in objects of everyday use and
which, finally motivated me to major in chemistry. While in college, I realized that I had the
potential to give something worthwhile to students. It was this yearning that was my defining
moment that led me to the teaching profession.
Three decades of challenging teaching assignments and interesting classroom interactions
with young inquiring minds and I have never
looked back.
Hailing from an army background, I served in
many schools throughout the length and breadth
of the country, teaching the wives and children
of JCOs alongside. Added to this, the eighteen
long years in Loreto Convent, New Delhi, in a
senior position prepared me for my administrative role ahead.
The thought that we can make a difference in the
lives of students and break barriers, are reasons
enough to rejoice for all of us who have chosen
to tread this path. Today, I would like to thank
my dedicated team of teachers, my most invaluable resource without whom the school would
never have attained such pinnacles of glory.
God bless you all! G T
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Ratna to open

Contest Edition

Creating Sagar
Winners
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Sometimes we find TEACHERS, who unknowingly
end up teaching us much more than what they’re paid
for. And these are the ones who live on in our hearts.
Medhavi Arora, XII D, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Restaurant in…Tihar Jail?

Prisoner Party! Venue: Tihar jail. Menu: Kaju barfi for Kani, Rasam for Raja

E

Medhavi Arora, XII D, AIS Noida

Illustration: Ishita Sinha, XI E, AIS Noida

verybody likes free food. But attending random weddings for it is oh-so-passé. Our infamous politicians light the all new path: get
involved in a notorious multi-crore scam, reserve a
spot in a VIP (Very Important Prisoner) cell in Asia’s
largest Jail Complex, and lo and behold, you’re better fed and watered than many, in a country where
malnutrition rates rival those in sub-Saharan Africa.
The VIPs feel right at home at the Tihar Inn with
clean cells, tea parties, mini tellys and newspapers.
They continue to lead their luxurious lifestyles, with
just a minor complication of being behind bars.
Looks like the culinary artist at Tihar Jail probably
received a few negative reviews because now, the
updated menu has special South-Indian cuisine to
satisfy the taste buds of prisoners Kanimozhi and A
Raja! Delightful. What’s next, piping hot Gulabjamuns in winters and Blueberry Cheesecakes in summers? Or toilet paper worth Rs 3700 per roll (as if)

for Suresh Kalmadi, the very same that he, as Chairman, had provided during the Commonwealth
Games?
And with the recent turn of events against corruption, it gets even more ironic. Indian rights activist
Anna Hazare, the modern era Gandhi and the latest
addition to the Tihar Jail cells, fasted right in Jail no.

4, which is exactly where Kalmadi enjoys chai and
namkeen. An anti-corruption crusader and a largescale corrupt politician, one fasting and the other
feasting: what a deadly combination!
Just in case you were still wondering, it is OUR tax
money that pays for these luxuries. So the story goes
like this: first, former Union Cabinet Ministers and
IPS officers (who are technically supposed to play
role model to us kiddos) start landing themselves in
prison. Next, they smile for the paparazzi as they feature on TIME magazine’s “Top 10 Abuses of Power”
list. Finally, they land up in a so-called jail from
where they can STILL manage to exploit tax payers,
in keeping with their old ways. In or out of jail, there
is no major difference. Nishita Khattar, XI, AIS
Noida agrees, “It’s a shame that a politician from a
democratic country doesn’t get the quota of punishment he deserves.”
So unless you wish to pay for Jessica Lall’s murderer’s Dosa Dates, it’s time to wake up and see who
you vote for.G T

Stop being JUDGEmental!

Where justice is synonymous with delay, Judicial Activism can be the accelerator

I

Vaishnavi Sridhar, XII A, AIS Noida

t is often said that “Justice delayed is justice denied.” The failure of executives to
prosecute violators in recent times has
compelled the judiciary to take major decisions in the form of ‘judicial activism’ which
has raised a critical debate. Does the judiciary really have the right to call for order
when other wings of the government fail to
act? To understand judicial activism, we can
view the judiciary as a supervisor of an examination centre who doesn’t have to teach
the examinees – that is the legislature and
executive, but has to control them and avoid
any kind of wrong doings or rule breaking
by providing remedial action, which is none
other than judicial review.
Judicial activism is the tendency to interpret
the law based on personal and political considerations to please the public rather than
actually following the existing law. Judicial
activism has helped deliver quick rulings in
cases that work out so slow that you can actually feel your nails growing! Everyone's
happy when the villain's behind bars and his
plans are ruined. But it's never that easy in a
democracy. Even though, judicial activism is
helpful and pleases the vast population, it's
viewed as a practice, which steals power
from the legislatives and executives, and

considers democracy to be their personal
plaything.
From Satyam scam, environmental activism, regular follow-ups on the 2G
scam to justice to farmers in the Sahberi
Village case, judicial activism has prevailed several times. However, it may
fail to deliver on many levels. A particular divorce case between Ashok Hurra
and Rupa Bipin Zaveri became complicated when during the proceedings
which took 12 years, the husband got
married elsewhere and had a son. The
Supreme Court held that although the
husband shouldn’t have got married, it
granted the divorce and held the second
marriage valid even though the wife
had retracted her consent. This absolutely shocking decision overlooks
the laws and doesn’t grant a fair ruling.
Quick, innit?
The watch dog of the constitution, the
Indian judiciary doesn’t always manage
to get things right. Innocents rot in cells
while the actual baddies have a field day.
Detractors of judicial activism have to
agree that this overstepping of bounds
has actually swept the real criminals into
prisons quicker than you can say ‘Judicial activism’.
With inputs from Vishnu, XII C, AISN G T

At your service!
Welcome to the
Amity Noida edition of The Global
Times! As we
move to a weekly
newspaper,
the
scope
to
spot
and
Praveen Ravindran
feature new talent
TC, AIS Noida
in our pages has
grown immensely. It has thrown
open a floodgate of expressions and
ideas whether creative or factual,
giving flight to the mind’s infinite
hunger for acquiring knowledge and

skills.
Like always, we have tried to provide educative, encouraging, challenging and entertaining articles to
suit every reader.
Connecting with long lost friends,
fondly remembered mentors, separated by distance - without paying a
dime! But then what makes the brilliant creator of Facebook roll in
money? Our cover story enters behind the page to find out the technicalities of where the millions come
from. The Big Story done in FB for-

mat makes the connection in more
ways than one – be it drawing friends
together, distancing families or even
espousing a social cause! The students pay a glowing tribute to their
dear teachers in the two Mosaic
pages, replete with artwork, touching
poems and prose. Other stories on
Tihar Jail-the new hangout for VIP
jail birds, the judiciary having the
last word and the passionate crusader
on the Tiger’s Trail, we hope, will
make reading more absorbing.
Enjoy the issue!G T

GT M@il

Illustration: Ishita Sinha, XI E, AIS Noida

The top story in the GT Awards
Special issue was inspiring, and
brought home the fact that there is a
leader in each one of us. Kudos to the
winners! Also, being a part of YUVA,
a CNN-IBN show, proved to be a great
learning experience for all the students
who got the opportunity to voice their
opinions and interact with the
distinguished panelists. I loved the
article on ANMUN, which made every
GT reader connect with what we
experienced in those two unforgettable
days. This issue of GT was a
wholesome assortment, offering us a
little bit of everything that interests us.
Aditi Phatak, XII G, AIS Noida G T

Contest Edition

GT is not just a newspaper. It’s much more than the ink and paper it appears to
be. It is a journey. A roller coaster ride filled with twists and turns, huge amount
of hard work, unexpected surprises, mostly pleasant ones. Thanks, GT!
Nishita Khattar, XI F, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Face(Book)ing The Facts?

NOIDA We’re

Facebook
Buddies!

Nishita Khattar, XI F, Devina
Jain, XI E, Keshav Kansal, XII
G & Kavya Bhargava, XII G,
AIS Noida

FAVORITES

25
570

GROUPS

Big Story
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Log on to www.facebook.com/pages/the-global-times/

Today, young people are addicted to Facebook. For some, it’s a great
source of entertainment and catching up with friends, whereas for some,
it is a medium to express themselves. Even our most reliable news network is Facebook 24X7! And its tagline? That would surely be ‘Everything. Everywhere.’ Rain, hail, storm or sunshine, we get to know it first
through fb. Forget Nokia, Facebook is ‘connecting people’!

Keshav Kansal

Girl to boy- I’m breaking up with you. Boy-Why? Girl-Coz you didn’t like my
dp! Boy-Isn’t fb becoming a hindrance in our personal lives? 
View all 3 comments from AIS Noida Students

Devina Jain: Haha, even I’ve received the occasional Please-like-my-status-yaar. Talk
about setting Facebook as a parameter for self-esteem! :/ As if “likes” are like marks!:P

Nishita Khattar: Doesn’t Facebook sometimes seem like a platform where people get admired for their degree of self-obsession? Well, cyber narcissism, anyone? ;P

Tody izz mah birthdayzz... sombody
pleazzzze wish mee !

Nishita Khattar and 125
other people like this

View all 4 comments from
AIS Noida Students

Keshav Kansal: Seriously?
What cyberspace does to grammar
☺
and spellings?!☺
Nishita Khattar: So true. It’s
like ‘Grammocalypse’ out here! ;)
Do people really think that forgetting the alphabet would make them
popular on Facebook?

Devina Jain:

noezzzz. 

I rallyyy don’t

Nishita Khattar: Hahaha!

Nishita Khattar

Playing hide-and-seek in
the garage, jumping from
behind the walls to scare
random people and laughing our heads off in the
process, hairstyling Barbie
dolls and then comparing
our handiwork - nothing
can ever beat the time I
spent with my childhood
buddies. Can’t believe I
found them after five long
years. Thank you, fb!
Nishita Khattar and 125
other people like this

View all comments from
AIS Noida Students

Devina Jain: Same here! Found

my long lost friend Aheli via Facebook. :) It’s unreal! We can keep in
touch with our old friends, and make
new ones at the same time. Forget
Nokia, Facebook is ‘Connecting
People.’ ☺
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Masti Friends Entertainment GT View

Kavya Bhargava and 145 other people like this

XYZ

FB downloaded!

Keshav Kansal: Youngsters have to realize that what they are dealing with is their cyber
identities and not real identities.... a person’s charisma is not reflected by the number of
likes on his display picture, but by his real characteristics as a person who lives for others...and not someone who cares for such small issues relating to his cyber existence. Even
if one is too engrossed in it, one should ensure that there are no adverse effects.

Nishita Khattar

Facebook=addiction, fixation and notification?
Devina Jain and 79 other people like this

View all 5 comments from AIS Noida Students

Devina Jain:

Tell me about it. I check Facebook every 2 hours, it’s like a disease! I
quote a page on FB - ‘Facebook is like a refrigerator. You get bored and keep checking, but
nothing ever changes.’ ☺

Nishita Khattar: Agree. Who would have thought that something called FACEbook

would’ve occupied our MINDS this way? We are hooked to it 24X7, and still we don’t get
over with it...Sad, but true.

Kavya Bhargava: Facebook is an addiction. A need. A want. But it’s a waste of use-

ful time, resources and mind, too. It engages you in stupid stuff like the quizzes which tell
you- “Who is likely to murder you?” Wait. Why do I want to know that?

Devina Jain: I know! Yet, here we are, hypocritically writing this ON Facebook... guess

there’s no cure, after all. Students should realise that facebook should be like a part time
interest for them, and not a permanent one.. ☺

Devina Jain

Facebook is a great source
of News and entertainment,
thanks to all the town criers

Nishita Khattar and 125
other people like this

View all 5 comments from
AIS Noida Students

Nishita Khattar: Couldn’t
agree with you more. :) My most reliable news network=Facebook 24/7.
And its tagline? That would surely be
“Everything. Everywhere.” ☺
Devina Jain: Hahaha! Facebook
is just a wealth of information, isn’t
it? In fact, now, even when it rains I
get to know it through FB first.
Crazy, huh?

Kavya Bhargava: When school

goes off suddenly for reasons: extreme heat, extreme cold, riots, transportation strikes... Where should one
check to confirm? Facebook, where
else? Lol!

Keshav Kansal: Really, fb has
also made me all the more enlightened when it comes to knowing
about what all is happening in the
world, be it in terms of finance, politics or any other field... ☺

Kavya Bhargava: News cer-

tainly spreads like wild fire on Facebook. It not only keeps you updated
with news but with people too. Here,
people moan about their studies; express their love for anything and
everything (I Love Harry Potter!!)
and it’s a place which gives you a
platform to share your work too.

Devina Jain

We get home after school,
have lunch, go for
Keshav Kansal: All of the above content seems to be true, but looks very petite in
classes/coaching, do
front of those staggering figures of money earned by fb! The very idea of social networking seems all the more enthralling with those applications and designs of fb...
homework. Tired, we turn
to the one thing we know
would help us relax Bhuvan Ravindran
The one thing that has changed my life forever is the TIGER, by far the world’s Facebook. But is it eating
most charismatic animal! But sadly, from 10,000- they have been reduced to a into our already limited
mere 3,000 and are limited to about 1% of their former range! We need to ensure family time?
that the tiger survives at any cost. Remember, it’s Now or Never! Come let’s all
Nishita Khattar and 125
other people like this
create a revolution through Facebook. I am Proud to be an Indian as the Tiger is
our National Animal!
View all 3 comments from
Devina Jain and 137 other people like this

View all 3 comments from AIS Noida Students

Nishita Khattar:

What a sad situation! And to think that humans have done this. I
would love to be a part of this campaign.

Devina Jain: Me too! It’s great that you’ve started an online campaign! Do inbox me the
details! But just one thing, why is it specific for tigers? Don’t all animals need to be saved?

Bhuvan Ravindran: Considering the present scenario, EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE
SAVED from us! But why are we giving tigers so much importance? Paul Ehrlich has famously explained - In the wings of a plane, there are many rivets that connect them to the
plane. If you keep on taking the rivets out, ultimately there will be a rivet that will determine
that the plane is going to crash....in India, the Tiger is that SINGLE RIVET! Tiger nahi toJungle nahi, Baarish nadiyan aur phasal nahi, toh hum kya karenge? Environment is of utmost importance, we should care for it and not let adversities affect it...let’s gear up!

AIS Noida Students

Keshav Kansal: We need to be
more real than virtual. Talk more
with people than their fb walls.

Nishita Khattar: True that. It’s

the same problem everywhere. Facebook may help us unwind, but don’t
you think it’s taking the wind out of
the family’s sails? What do we do?

Keshav Kansal: Unfortunately
this statement has an inescapable element of truth...and yes, children are
drifting away from their parents and
families by undermining their value
and importance... 

8 Mosaic

Senior

OUR ‘TREE’BUTE

H

Sanchita Goel
XI F, AIS Noida

ow would you justify
spending 14 precious
years of your life going
to a school, learning just what a
dedicated, meticulous parent with
a help book and no time restriction
might offer you in a fraction of
that time?
What a brick and mortar
structure with a dozen
or more beating
hearts and thinking
minds can do is

TEACHER, I am where I am today because you bent down to hold my hand,
you sat by me to share my thoughts, you stood tall for me to look up to.
Rhea Mehta, X B, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Contest Edition

Har Teacher Guni Hoti Hai When God Created
THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2011

unmatched.
Our teachers are the ones who
help us in the journey of life-from
tiny fingers clasping a teacher’s
palm to capable hands reaching
out for the stars.
Love for all and respect for diversity was the most significant
lesson I learnt from my primary
teachers. And it is something I
am unlikely to forget, unlike
speedy backward counting!
A bottomless pitcher of knowledge, my teachers from
middle
school
helped enhance
my inquisitiveness and aware-

Illustration: Manibha Sharma , VIII A, AIS Noida

Knowledge on Wings

ness, and made me a very dedicated student. Rationality and a futuristic outlook
is something I picked up from my high
school teachers, especially my English
teachers, who totally convinced me that
languages have much more to offer than
a dreamlike view of the world!
My aimlessness and confused academic
orientation was drastically altered as I
grew up under the able guidance of my
dedicated teachers.
Time flies as we figure out our way. But
luckily, we have teachers who kick start
our engines and help us speed in the
right direction! Teachers are mothers to
thousands, and can love selflessly, without bias. No wonder 15th century poets
describe them as a force equalling God.
A school is a collapsible heap of bricks
and mortar without the teachers who
give it structure with their firm grip on
students’ lives and minds. 14 years of
my life have been made significant by
my very ‘guni’ teachers. Thank You
Dear Teachers.G T

The Balancing Act

teachers…
Poorvi Pandey, IX H, AIS Noida

When God created teachers,
He put a smile on every child’s face
For with his special guides,
The classroom is a magical place.
When God created teachers,
He gave us special friends
To help us understand His world,
and truly comprehend.
When God created teachers,
He put into their gifted hands
The power to shape minds and
the future of mighty lands.
When God created teachers,
He gave us someone for all seasons
To guide us to change the world,
for all the right reasons.G T

How Can Just A
‘Thank You’ Suffice?

Illustration by: Rhea Mehta, X B, AIS Noida

Pic: Mayank Bhutani, XII G, AIS Noida

Vallari Suharsh, XI F, AIS Noida

Painting by:
Neha Rastogi
VIII A, AIS Noida

Painting by:
Shivani Sarda,
XII B, AIS Noida

Under Learning’s Bower

Painting by: Kripi B, VIII E, AIS Noida

Every day you plant a seed,
Of curiosity, of motivation, of knowledge
And of learning… to succeed.
Like a gardener, you have helped us grow
Reaching for the sky,
with our feet firmly planted
Like strong roots, in the ground below.
Not for us just another brick in the wall

You form our firm foundation,
To you dear teachers we owe it all.
You’ve left in our hearts a
mark so deep,
It will stay with us for a long while
The benefits of which we shall reap.
And for all your guidance
and your sacrifice
The impetus of which will take us far
How can just a ‘thank you’ suffice?G T

Ten Minute Cake
Rhea Mehta, X B, AIS Noida

Make your teachers feel truly special!
Prachita Chawla
VIII E, AIS Noida

Flowers: Most women love flowers.
This Teachers Day, gift your teacher
pink roses to show appreciation, admiration, gratitude and happiness.
Memory Book: Collect some test papers, photographs, project sheets, permission slips, etc. related to a particular
teacher. Paste them on some coloured
sheets and decorate it. Your teacher will
surely love it.
Cards: Make a whole week or month

Illustration by: Sohan Paul,VIII I, AIS N

special for them! Make seven cards for a
week or thirty cards for a month and
write something different in each card.
Give your teacher one card each day.
Watch how they smile when they see
you with another card the next day.
Autograph Book: Get every student
to write something on a sheet, for
your teacher. Bind the sheets together and you are done with a memorable gift.
Anything Handmade: Be it a bracelet
or a card; handmade things are cherished
the most!G T

Ingredients:
Flour (maida) . . . . . . . . .2&1/2 cups
Sugar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1&1/2 cups
Eggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Curd/ Curdled Milk . . . . . . . . .1 cup
Oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/4 cup
Cream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 cup
Cocoa / Tang/Bournvita . . . . .1/2 cup
Custard Powder . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 tsp
Baking soda . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/2 tsp
Baking Powder . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 tsp
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 cup
Vinegar (to be put in curdled milk)
Handful of chopped dry fruits coated
in flour
Method:
1) Sieve flour, baking soda and baking
powder and keep aside.
2) Add Cocoa/Tang/Bournvita along
with custard powder in water and keep
aside.
3) Beat eggs, oil, cream and sugar in
a food processor on high speed till
sugar dissolves.
4) Add flour and curd/curdled milk
to (3) alternately and blend on low
speed.
5) Add (2) to the batter(4) and blend
on low speed for a minute.
6) Grease a microwave safe dish with
butter and pour the batter (5) into the

dish.*
7) Sprinkle chopped dry fruits on the
batter.
8) Microwave the cake on 100%
power for 9-10 minutes in microwave
mode.
9) For a brown crust microwave the
cake for 2 - 3 mins in grill mode.
10) Leave in the microwave for 2 mins.
Have with tea, coffee or me!
*Psst..... Chef’s Secret:
The batter must be of pouring consistency (you may add milk/water) to prevent the cake from drying up.G T

When I feel sad, she is always there to make me glad. She
puts a smile back on my face and I feel good and fit enough
to run the ‘race of life.’ She is a TEACHER.
Ishani Ghatak, V J, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Contest Edition

Revenge
B

Short Story

Lakshaya Khurana, IV C, AIS Noida

him, a heavily built boy came to
our class from another section
because of a minor reshuffle in
the beginning of the year. Within days of
joining, he started showing his true
colours. Soon, we discovered that he
was a pampered child. He enjoyed bullying others. Often, he would take away
stationery, lunch boxes and even test
notebooks from his classmates. One
day, he said,“Arushi, give me your lunch
box. I am feeling hungry!” Arushi
handed it over and herself remained hungry for the day.
The next day, he said, “Shrinik, give me
your pencil.” Shrinik meekly handed it
over and was not able to complete his
class work.
Soon, we were all very angry and
wanted to teach him a lesson. One day,
when Bhim was absent, we decided to
take action. Fortunately or unfortunately,
our class teacher overheard us and we
had to tell her the entire story. She told
us that revenge was not a solution and
that we should help Bhim become a better human being.
Our teacher had a terrific plan. She told
us that from the next day onwards, she
would carry a lunch box and some stationery for Bhim, which we would hand
over to him, whenever he asked for any

Reform

Ingredients

of them.
As usual, the next day Bhim said to Lavanya, “Give me your lunch box!” And
meekly, Lavanya handed it over to him.
But, this time, she gave him the
teacher’s lunch box and not hers. As
soon as Bhim ate the food, he had an
upset stomach and had to be rushed to
the AMI Room.
When Bhim returned to the class,
Lavanya said, “Thanks for eating my
lunch Bhim, else I would have fallen
ill.”
During the class test the next day, Bhim
ordered Sriram to give him his pencil. Sriram gave him a pencil that was so
light that nothing was legible. But Bhim

Dear Teacher
Love, knowledge, dependability,
She has almost every feature,
She inspires us, trains us
And also does she nurture!
She functions like a magician,
Turning us into capable creatures;
She inspires us, trains us
And also does she nurture!
Can you now guess, who we refer to,
By this poetic gesture?
She is none other than our Teacher!
Our dear sweet TEACHER!
Chhavi Singh, VI D, AIS Noida

Garvit Sharma, III C, AIS Noida

T - Talented
E - Explaining things patiently
A - Ability to make the class lively
C - Correcting us when we are wrong
H - Helping us in every way
E - Encouraging us to do our best
R - Rare as a precious diamond.
THANKS FOR HELPING US TO
REACH THE TOP!
Ishani Ghatak, V J, AIS Noida

She is sometimes our guide,
Sometimes a preacher,
She moulds our personality,
Like the potter moulds a pitcher!

My teacher, my friend, my mentor,
my guide
By your rules, I know you wish us
to abide,
You teach, you help and make
us speak,
With an aura of love you always walk,
You know you are perfect
just the way you are,
No matter how near or far, you are.
You are there for us in times
good or bad,
You make us smile whenever we
are sad,
Your love and your kindness
Has always been our strength
So caring, so sweet and happy
and cheerful
My teacher, my friend, my mentor,
my guide.
I respect you for what you are.
Ritika Mukherji, V A, AIS Noida

Illustration: Falguni Chauhan, V L, AIS Noida

Teachers are great,
They scold us if we get late,
They guide us for our own good
All through our childhood
They plant in us the seed
of curiosity, and help us when in need
With all their good remarks,
They keep us as cheerful as larks!G T

did not give up and continued to write.
He scored a big fat ‘Zero’. Then, he
cheated in the Maths test from Arushi.
Arushi had no way of stopping him, so
she purposely made mistakes and Bhim
copied down all the wrong answers.
When Bhim failed in Maths, he shouted,
“Arushi, my sums were correct until you
made me do it wrong!”
“If they were wrong, who asked you to
copy them?” asked Arushi.
In a flash, Bhim realised his mistake.
And from that day, he became a good
human being. Everybody was proud to
see the remarkable change in him.
Moral: Our aim should be to reform the
wrong doer and not seek revenge.G T

Junior

9

Delectable Khandvi

Ali Mahmud, IV A, AIS Noida

Poems

Illustration: Avaneesh Mishra, I C, AIS Noida

Illustration: Lakshaya Khurana, IV C, AIS Noida

Mosaic
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Gram Flour
½ cup
Buttermilk/curd
1 cup
Turmeric powder
2-3 pinches
Oil
1 tbsp
Salt
to taste
Green chilly & ginger paste 1 tsp
Asafoetida
A pinch
For Garnishing:
Grated coconut
2 tbsp
Chopped coriander
2 tbsp
For tempering:
Mustard seeds
1 tsp
Sesame seeds
1 tsp
Curry leaves
3-4
Dry Kashmiri chillies
4
Oil
2 tbsp

Method

 Make a smooth paste of gram flour,

curd/buttermilk, green chilli & ginger
paste, turmeric powder, asafoetida and
salt with one cup of water.
 Transfer the batter into a non-stick

pan and heat on low
flame, stirring constantly so that lumps
do not form.
 Keep stirring till the batter becomes
thick. This will take about 7 to 10 minutes. Taste the batter to see if the gram
flour is cooked.
 Grease the reverse side of 3 or 4
thalis and spread the mixture as thinly
as possible with your hands or a rubber spatula, on the greased surface
while the batter is still hot.
 After the batter has been spread on
the last thali, go back to the first one
and roll it up neatly like a Swiss roll.
 Cut 25 mm (1”) pieces out of each
big roll to get cocktail khandvis.
 Arrange the khandvis on a dish.
To prepare the tempering:
 Heat oil and add mustard seeds,
sesame seeds, asafoetida, curry leaves
and Kashmiri chillies and stir for 30
seconds.
 Pour the tempering over the khandvis and serve garnished with the coriander and coconut.G T
Painting by: Parth Gupta, I B, AIS Noida

Urbanization
in India
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University Buzz

AUR holds Second
Psychology meet
Flow of Positivity: Prof SS Nathawat, Mr A A Khan, Dr Ashok K Chauhan, Mr Aseem Chauhan & Dr Raj Singh

The International Positive Psychology Conference at Amity
University, Rajasthan receives a flattering response

F

ollowing the overwhelming success of the first International conference on Positive Psychology in
2010, led by Dr. Ashok K. Chauhan,
Founder President Amity Universe,
Amity University Rajasthan (AUR) held
its second international three-day psychology conference on “Positivism: Path
to Success, Satisfaction & Bliss” on August 6, 2011.
Shri Aimaduddin Ahmad Khan (Durru
Miyan), Hon’ble Minister, Medical &
Health, Family Welfare, Ayurveda and
Medical Education, Govt. of Rajasthan
graced the event by being the chief
guest, while Dr. Ashok K. Chauhan was
the guest of honour.
The first day of the conference com-

menced with an interesting plenary session on ‘Positivism: Global Perspective’
and was chaired by Dr. Rick Levy- Director, Levy Foundation, USA. Prof.
Sangeetha Menon stressed upon well
being and its implications for the brain
and consciousness studies. The session
was concluded by Dr. Rick Levy, who
highlighted the relationship between
‘Atma’ and ‘Parmatma’.
The next day was an enlightening experience with an exchange of views on
“Positivity and its impact at Workplace”.
Addressing the subject, Prof. Upinder
Dhar, Vice Chancellor, JK Laxmipath
University, Jaipur, shared the flow of
positivity in an organization. He also
elucidated ways to achieve positivity.

Dr. M. Hirunavukarasu, President, Indian
Psychiatric Society chaired the session.
Prof. Uday Jain, Former Vice Chancellor, Rewa University, presented a paper
on “Positivism and Religion: From Positivistic to Social Constructionist”.
On the concluding day, during the plenary session on “Positivism, Community
wellbeing and Peace” Prof. K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, Indian Council of
Philosophical Research, New Delhi delighted the listeners with his views on
“Yoga-Advaita Psychology”.
Prof. Rao, while praising the Indian traditon reiterated, “Indian psychology has
a pan-human approach, which means
that it should be followed around the
globe by way of spirituality.”G T

Dr. Isher
Ahluwalia’s speech
on ‘Urbanisation’
has students of
ALS in an
inquisitive mood,
as they flood the
speaker with
questions

D

r. Isher Judge Ahluwalia – a
well-known economist and
Vice Chairperson, Planning
Board, Punjab visited Amity Law
School, Amity University, Sector125, Noida and delivered an interesting and stimulating lecture on
“Challenges of Urbanization in India”.
The mass influx of people from rural
India is leading to rapid urbanization,
Dr. Isher Judge Ahluwalia said. She estimated India’s urban population to
reach over 600 million by 2031.
Dr. Ahluwalia substantiated her stance
by citing figures. For instance, she revealed that during the last decade,
India’s GDP had grown by approximately 8 % p.a, unlike the 1980s when
it grew by just 5%. For the 12th Five
Year Plan, she said, the GDP aspired
for by the country would be 9%. Dr.
Isher further stated that 2/3 rd of
India’s GDP comes from non- agricultural sector and it is estimated that by
2031, 75% of India’s GDP will come
from this sector.
The economist also expressed her concern over the fact that Indian cities are
not ready to handle the overflowing
deluge of population. Dr. Isher shared
that only 30% of the urban population
lives in urban areas, and faces a dearth
of infrastructural facilities. Therefore,
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TEACHER’S Day, for me is a day when I
look back at what I have achieved or what
I could have achieved.
Sunita Mehta, Teacher, AIS Noida

there is an immediate need to upgrade
urban infrastructural facilities.
Dr. Ahluwalia further added that urbanization is possible only by strengthening the framework of governance,
synergizing urban and rural sector, addressing the needs of the urban poor
and increasing the investment in urban
infrastructure deficit in terms of good
roads, transport, proper sanitation,
street lights, water management, solid
waste management, etc.
Averring that India must aspire for inclusive growth and sustain the economic growth momentum at 8%, the
eminent speaker said that for efficient
urbanization, India’s Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) are required to be
strengthened. She also highlighted the
role of state governments in providing
an enabling environment for ULBs.
The economist also said that the challenge of urbanization could be tackled
if the Government of India introduced
a conducive environment for the state
governments to function efficently and
effectively.
The lecture was followed by a question
and answer session wherein the budding lawyers from Amity Law School,
Amity University posed a volley of
questions to the eminent speaker, who
answered them patiently.G T

National Seminar DT picks ‘Fresh Faces’
of Amity Law School T

A

mity Law School, Sector-125
Noida held a national seminar
on ‘Police Behaviour and Accountability.’
The seminar saw the participation of
the judiciary and police officials from
all over India. The speakers included
Justice Manmohan Sareen, Lokayukta,
National Capital Territory of Delhi; Mr
Prakash Singh, IPS, Padmashri; Justice
AP Shah, Former Judge, Delhi, High
Court, and Dr. Gokulish Sharma, Law
Secretary to the Govt. of UP, Lucknow.
Also present were Maj. Gen K Jai
Singh, Vice Chancellor, Amity University Uttar Pradesh; Justice SN Kapoor,
Former Judge Delhi, High Court; Justice Rajesh Tandon, Vice Chairman,
Amity Institute of Cyber Law & Cyber
Crime, Former Judge, Uttrakhand High
Court & Former Chairperson, Cyber
Appellate Tribunal, Government of
India, New Delhi; Mr RP Singh, IPS,
DG, Amity Institute of Training and Development for Police and Security Personnel and Maj. Gen Nilendra Kumar,
Director, Amity Law School (ALS).
In the inaugural address, Justice Manmohan Sareen said, “The police forces

Justice Sareen, Lokayukta, NCT
Delhi inaugurates the seminar
in India ought to be held accountable to
the constitutional laws of the country.”
In the inaugural session, participant Om
Veer Singh, Sub Inspector, Noida,
voiced his views, “Such seminars are
very helpful as they are initiatives to find
a way to establish friendly relations between policemen and society.”
The invigorating inaugural session was
followed by a paper presentation.
Among the audience, Ms. Benu Sehgal,
Vice President, Great India Place,
Noida, shared her views on “Police Behaviour towards Women Victims”.G T

he popular newspaper, Delhi
Times, which mostly deals with
the fashion circuit of Delhi, visited Amity Campus, Sector- 125, Noida
and provided an opportunity to the fresh
faces of Amity University to flaunt their
good looks and brains.
The presence of the esteemed panel of
judges comprising senior journalists
Ms. Garima Sharma and Ms. Nikhila
Pant was another crowdpulling factor,
added to which was the presence of famous RJs, Shrey and Manish from
Radio Mirchi.
The event was a huge hit with the youth
at Amity University, evident in the huge
gathering of 500 freshers that was keen
to win. The contest kicked off with an
introduction round, wherein the freshers
let their hair down and introduced themselves confidently. Those selected by the
crowd comprising teachers and students
graduated to the next round, which saw
students get creative and showcase their
talents. Most chose to groove to peppy
numbers that enthralled the excited audience, who couldn’t help but swoon
with enthusiasm.
In the last round, the freshers used their
wit and creativity to answer the questions raised to them by the judges.
While Ramandeep Dhillon, B. Tech-

Fresh faces of Amity strut around on the ramp
Bioinformatics and Akshay Sehgal,
Amity School of Communications
grabbed the coveted title of Delhi Times
Fresh Face, Pareena Chopra from Amity
School of Fashion Technology and Devrath Rosa, Amity School of Communications were announced First Runner

Ups in female and male categories, respectively. The Second Runner Ups
were Konika Kant, Amity School of
Communications and Utsav Jha from
Amity School of Engineering.
10 lucky freshers were also selected for
a visit to the Radio Mirchi studio.G T

Teacher’s Day is a reminder of the responsibility that a
TEACHER has towards the students and the society.
Vibha Sareen, Teacher, AIS Noida
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Talent hunting spree
A

IS Vasundhara Sector 1 encouraged its talent through
competitions like Inter-Class Hindi Solo Recitation
competition on 8th July and Book Cover Making competition on 12th July, 2011 through which students from a range
of classes got an opportunity to hone their talent. In a
Spellathon competition organised in the school, on 15th

July, twelve students from classes II to V walked away with
the first and second prizes.
The school also held a Special Assembly on 11th July, organised by class Nursery-B in order to celebrate ‘My Family Week’, wherein the tiny tots dressed up like their family
members.G T

Wassup
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AIS Noida

The primary wing of AIS Noida celebrated Independence Day throughout
the week beginning 11th August,
through activities such as poster painting and speech recitation. KG and
Nursery classes impersonated freedom
fighters and started a freedom march in
the school campus.
Class IV D truly celebrated the spirit
of independence through a skit, ‘India
Down the Ages’ and a dance‘Chak De’.

AIS Vas-6

Covered with knowledge Book Cover Making Competition

AIS MV strikes a

Spelling geniuses Spellathon

pendence struggle. Students of the primary section celebrated the day with
equal enthusiasm.
Chief Guest Major General Ashok Kr-

ishna (Retd.), AVSM complimented
the children for bringing alive the Indian History. G T

Perfect Prefects
AIS Noida

On 12th August, AIS Noida officially
announced the Primary Prefectorial
Council. This year, two new prefects
with the title, ‘Special Buddy’ were
also announced. Principal, Mrs Renu
Singh pinned on the prefectorial
badges and congratulated the little
leaders. Head Girl, Aishwarya Garg
administered the oath and former Head
Boy, Aditya Garg delivered an eloquent speech. Coordinator Mrs. Rita
Tiwary and Primary Consultant, Mrs.
Roopma Singh encouraged the stu-

dents. The ceremony ended with the
school song and the National Anthem.

AIS Gur-46

AIS Gurgaon-46 held its Investiture
Ceremony on 22nd July. The ceremony was graced by Chief Guest Col.
Ahluwalia, Sports Advisor, Amity
Group of Schools and Mr. Lon McDaniel, Principal of Amity Global
School, Sec-46. Ratul Roshan, XII E
and Rhythm Bhatnagar of XII B were
sworn in as the Head Boy and Head
Girl of the school respectively. G T

AIS student tops

A dedication to family Special Assembly

chord through NTSE in Noida

‘Crescendo’
E

xcitement levels went through
the roof as singers flexed their
vocal cords and musicians produced a harmonious blend of music on
an array of instruments on 3rd August.
The occasion was ‘Crescendo’, an
inter-school western music competition, organised by AIS Mayur Vihar.
The competition which drew participants from 16 schools was divided into
the three categories- solo, group and
band.
The musical do was graced by
Dr. (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, Chairperson, Amity Group of Schools; Mrs
Sarita Aggarwal, Principal, AIS MV
and the distinguished judges, Sir Robin
Mathew and Sir Steve Mercy Peter,
members of the Band Five 8.
Followed by a formal welcome by the
Principal, and a string of encouraging
words by Chairperson, the competition

started off with an enthusiastic round
of applause from the audience, and the
auditorium was soon exuberating with
soulful music.
While DPS RK Puram bagged the first
prize in all the three categories, the
second prize went to Mount St. Mary’s
for a group performance and Queen
Mary’s took the third prize home.
The title for the ‘Best Guitarist’ was
clinched by DPS Noida, and the ‘Best
Drummer’ and ‘Best Vocalist’ were
won by Amity International School,
Saket, and the ‘Best Bass Guitarist’ by
Amity International School, Pushp
Vihar.
The event concluded with the guests
and judges congratulating and motivating the budding talents.
The grand event was an enjoyable treat
to the ears and soul, just like it has always been.G T

11

Primary Wing spreads
wings of freedom

A Dandi March at AIS Vasundhara-6
refreshed the memories of the indePoetic orators Hindi Solo Recitation Competition

School Lounge

M

ilind Srivastava, a student of
Class IX, AIS Noida excelled
in the National Talent Search
Examination (NTSE) 2011 by securing
170 marks out of 200. The gem has
stood first in Noida, and second in UP.
He will also be provided financial assistance in the form of a monthly scholarship for each academic year, till he
completes his Ph.D.
In the 2011 examination, about 1.5 lakh
students took the 1st level, and after the
final round, only 1,000 students across
India were selected.
A lot of hard work won Milind the prestigious scholarship, he corroborates, “I
read up on the internet about how to
study Social Studies. It was about being
thorough with class VII-VIII NCERT

books. I also studied Class IX-X textbooks as well as study books for SAT
and MAT. Having joined a FIIT-JEE
course in class VII, that was specially
designed for NTSE also helped.”
Milind humbly thanks his parents and
the school for his success. He mentions
the name of his Maths teacher enthusiastically, “A special thanks to Ritu Mittal Ma’am, the Maths teacher of AIS
Noida, for always guiding me. The tips
she gave me came in handy.”
An avid James Bond movies buff, he
loves to read fiction (including science
fiction) novels. Give him any Dan
Brown book and he’s sure to finish reading it the next day. A keen TT and football player, Milind aims to join IIT or
MIT one day. Ethical Hacking is some-

Parent Orientation Program
AIS Pushp Vihar

cipal Mrs Divya Bhatia.

AIS Noida

Usha Verma, Teacher, AIS Noida

A

IS Pushp Vihar, held an Orientation programme for the parents of
Class XI students on 30th July, at the
school premises. The program proved to
be a fruitful experience under the mentorship of Taruna Barthwal, Career
Counseling Coordinator, Amity Career
Counselling and Guidance Cell; Principal Mrs Ameeta Mohan and Vice Prin-

Held on 15th July, the parent orientation
for class IX turned out to be an excellent
forum for exchange of views between
parents and the school. Principal, Mrs
Renu Singh; Headmistress, Jyoti Arora;
and guest speakers Col. Khambatta of
Amity Career Counselling (ACC) and
Mrs Taruna Barthwal, Career Counseling Coordinator (ACCGC) talked at
length about diverse subjects such as the
splendid class X results, the CCE system
of evaluation and ACC. The programme
ended with the skit “Adolescence- A
time to rediscover the parent-child relationship” performed by the students of
dramatics society. G T

AIS Noida

Talent Searched Milind Srivastava

thing that interests him a lot and he aims
to become one when he grows up. With
varied interests and achievements,
Milind is indeed an all-rounder! G T

AIS Noida

Gearing up for German

Usha Verma, Teacher, AIS Noida

A

Youth Camp for students learning
the German Language was organised by the Goethe Institute, New
Delhi (Max Mueller Bhavan) at
Thekkady, from 13th June to 19th
June, 2011.
The students of classes IX to XI of
Amity International School, Noida attended the camp, along with two other
schools. These students had appeared
for the FIT in Deutsch Exam conducted by Goethe Institute in October
2010, and had passed the exam with
NOTE 1 or above 90%.
During the camp, the German enthusiasts learnt German in an interactive
and playful way. G T

12 Bag Pack

A TEACHER is the one who believes in you, encourages
and appreciates you to the next rung of success,
by enriching you with the vast sea of knowledge!
Sankalp Dikshit, XII G, AIS Noida, Page Editor

Will Sparkly Vampires bid farewell
Variety

T

Collage: Sankalp Dikshit, XII G, AIS Noida

Sankalp Dikshit, XII G, AIS Noida

he first Harry Potter book saw the
light of the day on June 30, 1997.
Since then, Harry Potter has been
a household name the world over. Now
after fourteen magical years, the last
Harry Potter flick has hit the screens
with Potter saying goodbye, depriving
his fans of the excitement of unveiling
the mysteries of the magical world, the
adrenaline rush with every page turned,
the indescribable pleasure of first day first show tickets, and so much more.
Perhaps, the biggest question, which
now strikes each Potterhead is, “What
now?” With the latest in the romantic
saga of the Twilight series, The Breaking Dawn hitting theatres this November, it is being speculated whether the
last of the Twilight saga would leave an
impact comparable to that which Harry,
Ron and Hermione left on our hearts.
The vampire love novel ‘Twilight’
gained immense popularity in 2009 and
2010. But in 2011, after the arrival of the
final movie in the Harry Potter series,
Deathly Hallows, the twilight saga suffered massive losses. The puppy romance of the protagonists in twilight
seemed less realistic as the Potter epidemic gathered momentum. Perhaps,
now when ‘it all ends for Harry Potter’,
it is quite probable that the mushy romance of Bella and Edward becomes the
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to the Boy Who Lived?
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taste of the season!
However, those loyal to the ‘boy who
lived’ continue to ask J.K. Rowling for
more and the author has hailed her fans
by introducing a new website titled, Pottermore! The site, which is to go on
floors this October, is getting a tremendous response as it promises a better in-

sight into the magical world of wizardry.
Meanwhile, touchy Potterheads world
over, are on the prowl, ready to challenge any fictional series which dares to
compete with the king. Others, meanwhile, lie with their arms wide open,
waiting for the next thing. Maybe it
could be something that appeals to
Illustration: Shaurya & Garima, XI H, AIS Noida

grandparents and grandchildren alike,
the way Rowling ensured Harry did a
perfect amalgam of suspense, fear, romance and humour. A Troll Love Story,
perhaps? Who knows?
But for now, while the wound is still
healing, any Troll will most certainly get
a wand shoved up their nostril. Be it the

eternal romance of vampires or any
other sci-fi adventure drama for fans,
filling the void of Harry Potter will nevertheless be near impossible. For books
may come and books may go, the charm
of Harry Potter will go on forever and to
get over that enigma surrounding it
seems impossible. G T

Prom and

Proper!

Collage: Sankalp Dikshit, XII G, AIS Noida

Profanity goes glam!
Is obscenity the latest trend in the world of showbiz?

J

Pranali Batra, XI H, AIS Noida

ust yesterday, I was dazed to see an
agitated 9 year old, abusing another
vehemently over a seat in the bus.
Today, everything around us, from our
movies to reality shows, from stand-up
comedies to sitcoms, embraces profanity with open arms. This has made us
much bolder and now we digest all this
easily and with relish. We find
intelligent humour drab and unexciting.
This was obvious to filmmaker Aamir
Khan. Hence, he made a movie like
Delhi Belly, vulgar and inane, and expected it to be a hit. Lo and behold! He

was right; the film actually raked in a lot
of moolah! Now what does this say
about us as an audience?
Says Ananya Rajpoot, X A, AIS Noida,
“The youth doesn’t have experience,
they have energy. Thus, filmmakers
must make movies to motivate them instead of provoking them.”
Sadly, almost all films are mindless,
slapstick satires and the exceptions, lag
behind in the race for collections. Today,
flicks emphasize on glamour in the form
of skimpy or non-existent attire and actresses are reduced to nothing but sex
symbols. Cinema is the most powerful
source of media in terms of mass appeal.

If cinema portrays all this, then our society will be morally devoid and become
nothing but a reflection of the screen.
Even comedians on the small screen resort to obscenity. Compared to their blatantly
cheap
humour,
double
meaning jokes seem subtle.
It is an accepted norm that youth abuses
as part of normal conversation and is obsessed with formerly considered indecencies. To an extent, openness is
desirable. Yet I know that however modern the society maybe, I will never cease
to be shocked at the blatant and irrepressible advocacy of anger by young
ones under the Delhi Belly spell!G T

Tanmaya Sachdeva
& Shagun Solanki
XII I (Synchro), AIS Noida

D

ING DONG. Oh no, it’s midnight already! The princess
rushes home but forgets her
shoes at the steps near the gate. Familiar
with such a story? Tiaras, tuxedos and
extravagant dresses- everyone wishes to
be part of their very own Prom night.
Continuation parties and farewells do
serve their purpose, but do not have the
same charm. Once again, we dream of
aping the west where it is a popular
school funded event. All it takes is a
dance number to make people move
about in their shoes. What do the kids
say? Devina Jain, AIS Noida says,
“We’ve all read novels, watched movies
and TV shows depicting prom night as
the most magical night of one’s life.”
Haven’t we wished for a special day to

shine at least once? And of course, who
can forget the excitement that goes into
getting that ‘perfect look’! Bring on the
pretty dresses, tuxes, limos and corsages; prom sure sounds like a lot of
fun!” However, when there is fun, there
are rules too. Synchro Coordinator of
AIS Noida, Mrs. Shashi Lagwal adds,
“There is nothing wrong with prom, but
children should follow basic norms and
discipline.” Prom can also bring along
the 3 ‘D’evils of the after party celebrations – drinking, drugs and dirty dancing, which to none’s surprise are not
very popular with the parents. A prom is
just an event that involves healthy intermingling of opposite sexes under the
watchful eye of the school.
Don’t we deserve the excitement and
sense of joy that prom brings? If parents
and students cooperate with the school
authorities, prom could be a shining
dream come true! G T

