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K
nown as the queen of retail 

business in India, Pushpa 

Bector is a renowned name in 

the mall business domain. Currently 

serving as the Executive Vice Presi-

dent & Business Head, DLF Shop-

ping Malls, she carries with herself 

over two decades of experience. 

She aspires to register malls in 

people’s hearts, and not just 

their shopping bags; quite 

literally, their third place. 

GT reporters caught up 

with her for an interview. 

Here’s how she takes us 

through her journey 

with the third place. 

 

The Consumer 
Our first priority is  

consumers. We wish to 

offer them top-quality 

products and experi-

ences. Before begin-

ning a new project, we 

do a background check 

on our target audience to ensure that we 

know their preferences. Then we back-

program our systems accordingly. If I feel 

there is a need gap for a particular audi-

ence and the market is ready, I make sure 

that we get the required brands on board. 

But also, we have to keep infusing new 

energy to stay relevant. We have to make 

sure that malls are places where some-

thing new is happening all the time. 

 

The Comfort 
Whoever enters our malls, has to feel that 

they have entered an environment where 

their needs will be taken care of. My vi-

sion is to make these shopping malls ‘the 

third place’, right after people’s homes 

and then their workplaces/educational in-

stitutes. Recently, DLF has launched an 

app ‘LookOut’ where people can see the 

various offers at the centre and can plan 

accordingly. We also believe in taking 

care of the health of our guests and pro-

vide them with a pollution-free environ-

ment inside the malls. Our air purifying 

systems installed in the premises provide 

the guests with real-time data about the 

comparative air quality inside and outside 

the mall on unipole screens.  

The Certainty 
Safety and security systems in all our 

malls are top-class, both in terms of tech-

nology and manpower. Our personnel are 

trained for all kinds of situations. The 

technological systems, including the cam-

eras, ensure that we can keep track of all 

the activities taking place under our roof. 

We also hold regular evacuation drills to 

ensure we can take the best steps in out-

of-control situations.  

 

The Challenges 
With technology and preferences of our 

consumers changing everyday, it has 

been a difficult journey. Online shop-

ping serves as a major challenge, but I 

believe we have been able to overcome 

it with consistent quality of product and 

delivery. As a woman in this male-dom-

inated industry, I’ve faced many chal-

lenges, too, but today, many women are 

breaking the glass ceilings and have 

proved themselves as equally capable. 

 

The Call  
My advice is to start young. Start look-

ing at opportunities in the field that you 

are interested in and get as much expo-

sure as possible. This would help you 

get clarity in your interests and if you 

don’t like it, you can easily switch at an 

early stage. You will have a clear pic-

ture. Work experience will always help 

you in life to gain a new perspective and 

you will able to contribute better into 

making this world more comfortable 

and convenient for others!G  T
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Media 
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Study one: Viewing media coverage of 
traumatic events may induce long term 
distress, says a study by University of 
California.  
Study two: Data from 2014 National 
Election Studies revealed that people 
with more media exposure were more 
likely to vote for a certain party. 
 

T
o an average reader, these maybe 

two independent studies. But look 

a little closer and you’ll find that 

they point to two keywords ‘media’ and 

‘impact’. While we may have come to 

terms with the peanut butter & jelly algo-

rism, this isn’t how it was supposed to be.  

 

Murderer – Not guilty 

The case of KM Nanavati, a reputed 

navy commander, who was tried for the 

murder of Prem Ahuja, set a benchmark 

in the Indian judiciary by being the last 

court case to have a jury trial. 

Media, in this case more particularly, 

Bombay Daily Blitz, powered by its ed-

itor and a fel-

low Parsi, 

painted Nanavati as 

a devoted patriot. Blitz 

served the story of a 

wronged husband and 

upright officer, betrayed 

by a close friend. What 

was a cold blooded murder, 

was served as the war between a man 

with values against corruption, of which 

Ahuja was the alter ego. Blitz was actu-

ally credited in influencing the ‘not 

guilty’ verdict of the jury, making this 

case India’s first media trial. And then 

they say, you can’t get away with murder.  

 

Breaking in – Not guilty 

‘Bringing in the complete truth’, reads 

the ethical code of journalism. The one 

writing code wouldn’t have imagined the 

quest for truth to surpass boundaries of 

intrusion. Case in point: Princess Diana. 

Tabloids in the UK made sure that every 

part of Princess Diana’s life was avail-

able to the public.  

The subtle intrusions became a not-so-

subtle barging in, as media tapped her 

personal phone calls and broadcasted 

some on national television and radio. 

With so much of her life on public plat-

ter, she was cornered into doing the infa-

mous BBC interview with Martin Bashir 

to explain her side of the story. But that 

wasn’t the end, the end came with her 

end, when she died in a car crash, trying 

to escape the paparazzi chasing her. 

Seven French photographers were ar-

rested that night. 

Yes, media needs to present the truth, but 

truths like relationship squabbles etc., 

could be given a pass, especially when 

the cost at stake is someone’s life.  

 

Terrorism – Not guilty  
November 26, 2008- Taj was held 

hostage and the entire nation was cap-

tured, not just at gun points of terrorists, 

but also at cameras of media men. 

Amidst the fierce competition of trying 

to stay on top, these agencies neglected 

the fact that terror groups could be mon-

itoring their live reports leading to dis-

closure of confidential information. 

Journalist Anil Dharker said, “It was not 

terror on TV but terror by TV, with TV 

channels unleashing their own brand of 

terror.” It took an event like this and no-

tices from the Supreme Court for media 

houses to understand that there needs to 

be some protocol in cases like these 

where the security of our nation could be 

at serious risk. 

Media must inform, but when and how 

much, are decisions subject to wisdom.  

 

Boundaries are a strange thing. They are 

set so that you know where to stop. It 

seems that media has over time defied 

boundaries. But it was this boundary-de-

fying habit that led media to find #Jus-

ticeForJessica. The Jessica Lal Murder 

Case saw journalists going out of their 

way to take over where the police left. 

Again their job was to inform. And yet 

the media went beyond, collected evi-

dence, presented it in the public and ques-

tioned the judgements of the judiciary. 

Justice was eventually served, when 

boundaries were overstepped. But then, 

boundaries have always been a strange 

thing. Perhaps, the dilemma to step or not 

to step can be best answered by question-

ing intent – TRPs or the greater good. 

The Question Is:                  Who Will Rake In The TRPs This Time?

Illustration: Saumya Sharma, AIS Vas 6, XII B
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W
hen we set out on the journey 

to find India’s only vintage 

camera museum, we had big 

hopes in our minds. As we reached  

closer to our destination, we started get-

ting a little skeptic about it – maybe 

Google Maps isn’t always right, maybe 

we should call the owner for directions. 

To our surprise, it was the right place, 

Mr Aditya Arya’s residence. He greeted 

us and took us to his secret bunker 

where he had hidden all the treasures 

that he collected over the years. 

“Please don’t mind all this equipment. 

We’re in the process of shifting,” he said 

as we climbed down to his basement 

dodging all the photography gear on the 

way. And there behind the door was a 

room full of history. “We’re planning to 

move to a much larger place. Here, it be-

comes a little difficult to take in a lot of 

people at a time and honestly, it’s a big 

disappointment sometimes. What’s the 

point of having all of this if you can’t 

share it with others?” 

What began as a man’s personal collec-

tion is soon going to be the world’s 

largest camera museum. Mr Aditya 

Arya, a renowned photographer, histo-

rian, traveler and the curator of Museo 

Camera plans to move to a space which 

can contain his collection of cameras, a 

gallery for original photographs dating 

as back as the 1860s, a dark room for the 

digital generation to experience the ana-

log times and a studio for everyone to 

discover a photographer in them. 

Before we sat down to have a talk with 

Mr Arya, he took us on a little tour of his 

collection. On the ceiling with many air 

craft cameras, hung the K20 that took 

the famous mushroom cloud shot after 

Fat Man was dropped over Nagasaki. 

On a glass shelf sat one of the first 

Kodak cameras that made photography 

mobile after the days of box cameras. It 

was the Brownie which cost $1 when it 

was launched. And oh those spy cam-

eras from back in the early 1900s. 

Apart from more than a thousand cam-

eras from over 150 years, Museo Cam-

era showcased many historic 

photographs in their originality. Photos 

mainly of the freedom struggle shot by 

the Speed Graphic camera and devel-

oped using silver grains. The highlight 

was definitely the Kulwant Roy archive 

which has a national recognition. 

It’s funny how such a little place has ac-

comodating such huge part of the his-

tory for so long. From the times of the 

glass plates, when taking a photograph 

meant planning and perfection to the age 

of digitalization where unlimited shots 

and delete buttons on the camera take up 

so much of our minds, the idea of regis-

tration of the image stays the same.  

Mr Aditya takes pride in his collection, 

but is still humble about it and very 

down to earth. “My obsession began 

when I first went to Jama Masjid junk 

market with my father. I saw old and 

scrapped items there and then went to 

the library to read about them. Most of 

my collection is self-funded, but about 

30% is from donations and I happily 

credit the donors for their contribution.” 

Mr Aditya is passionate about what he 

does. For him, this isn’t just a collection 

but the history of his profession, the 

story of how silver grains developed 

into megapixels over the years. Museo 

Camera is his legacy, something he’d 

like to leave behind for the world.G  T

“We are in the Endgame now!” 
Saanvi Wadhwa, AIS Vas 6, XI B 
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E
ducation is an inevitable 

part of our lives. It is not 

something we can put off 

for later. This is exactly where 

education loans step in. Sure, 

they help one make it to the 

dream institute of their choice, 

but as they say nothing in life is 

a free lunch. The only hitch is 

that this lunch might just prove 

to be a tad too expensive.  

 

The big problem 

Surprising statistics 

USA has some of the best grad 

schools and yet it takes a toll on 

a student who’s not on a schol-

arship. The situation is so criti-

cal that the student loan debt 

alone is 1.5 trillion USD with 

44 million borrowers, making it 

the second highest consumer 

debt category.  

As of March 2018, there were 

2.46 million student loans in 

India. The outstanding educa-

tion loan at the end of 2017-18 

was 71,724.65 crore INR of 

which 6,434.62 crore INR was 

from non-performing assets. 

 

The repercussions 

A steady decline 

USA is witnessing a decline in 

its economy at the cost of edu-

cating its youth, with the gov-

ernment losing $170 billion on 

defaults and loan forgiveness. 

On an individual level, millenni-

als have dived so deep into debt 

that now they are postponing 

buying their first homes. In fact, 

home ownership for millennials 

stands at 37%, compared to 45% 

of Boomers and Gen-Xers when 

they were the same age. And we 

haven’t even touched on how 

student debt is stifling entrepre-

neurship.  

According to Reserve Bank of 

India, spending on tuitions has 

increased by 44% between the 

years 2013 and 2018. With such 

a gigantic amount due, a lot of 

public sector banks have 

skimped student loans. The edu-

cation loan growth rate has de-

clined to 2% in 2017 from 17% 

in 2015 because of the defaulters 

that rose during this period. 

Looking for a solution 

Government programmes 

With tens of thousands public 

servants applying for their stu-

dent loan to be forgiven by the 

US Education Department, only 

a handful find success. This re-

lates for borrowers who are em-

ployed full-time in an eligible 

federal, state or local public 

service job or a nonprofit job 

who make 120 eligible on-time 

payments over ten years. 

The Indian government has a 

Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme  

(CGFS) for education loans 

wherein it provides interest sub-

sidies for students undergoing 

recognised professional/techni-

cal courses in recognised insti-

tutes in India with annual 

parental income up to 450,000 

INR. Such students can avail 

750,000 INR, but only once. 

Around 2.5 million students 

have benefitted from it since its 

launch in 2009.  

 

The problem is increasing as the 

need for better education grows. 

So, is there a solution to this? All 

you can do is know your loan re-

payment methods better. Opt for 

income based repayment instead 

of forbearance which increases 

your interest – any amount, any 

time. At the end of the day, if you 

are a debtor, it is totally up to 

you to act smart and finish that 

loan debt with a slam dunk!
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Amity Institute 
for Competitive  

Examinations 

Presents 

FOR CLASS VI-XII

Brainleaks-274

Ans. Brainleaks 273: (b) 

Name:........................................

Class:........................................ 

School:.....................................

correct entries win  
attractive prizes

Last Date:  

Apr 26, 2019 3

A car accelerates on a 

horizontal road due to the 

force exerted by 

(a) the engine of the car

(b) the driver of the car 

(c) the earth

(d) the road 

Winner for Brainleaks 273 

1. Sheetal Goswami, VIII C, AIS Vas-1 
2. Deeptanshu Nandi, IX A, AIS Gur-43 
3. Aditya, X AFYCP, AIS Noida

Send your answers to The Global Times,  
E-26, Defence Colony, New Delhi - 24  or e-mail 
your answers at  brainleaks@theglobaltimes.in

“I can’t control their puns, only my own!” 
Ramsha Matin, AIS Vas 6, XII D 

Page Editor
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Learning Curve
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I  dragged my shat-
tered frame across 
the house. I could see 

my mother’s eyes scanning 
me with my father’s con-
cerned face complement-
ing them. I left the house  
only to find my way to a 
place that always felt like 
home, but no longer safe. 
I boarded the school bus 
and saw more empty seats 
than usual. The others 
were occupied by students, 
I no longer recognised. 
Their faces were pale and 
eyes were swollen. All of 
them sat on seats near the 
windows, too afraid to look 
into each other’s eyes un-
veiling the same horror 
that haunts them all. I sat 
on the last seat and prayed 
that my best friend would 

miraculously come back to 
life and help me recover 
from his death. 
We reached the school 
gates and for the first 
time in years, I saw the 
pale yellow walls shriek 
melancholy. With broken 
smiles of students and 
teachers surrounding me, I 
knew this feeling was here 
to stay. The red splatters 
in the corridor flashed in 
front of my eyes and the 
muffled screams still 
echoed in my ears. The of-
ficers who came to our 
rescue had their uniforms 
stained in red and that’s 
the only memory I have of 
them – no faces, no names. 
Although we had been 
hearing about similar inci-
dents, yet I was never pre-
pared to be a victim and 
113 people across the 
country weren’t prepared 

to die. There had been 94 
school shooting incidents in 
the US in 2018 alone, but 
I didn’t expect my school 
to make it to the list. The 
media wouldn’t stop show-
ing disconcerting imagery, 
saying that 2018 had been 
the worst year for US 
school mass shootings. 
When you’ve lived through 
something as horrifying as 
this, you change. A month 
ago, your worst fear was 
not finishing math home-
work; now, it’s whether 
you’ll live through the day. 
A school shooting does not 
scar you; it takes away a 
whole piece of who you are. 
But I need to stay strong 
for those we lost. So with 
half a heart, but a hopeful 
mind, I promise to return 
to a place that continues to 
be my second home, for 
that will never change.

Be Brave, Even On Your Worst Days
Going back to school

Graphic: Mohan Katyal 

AIS Vas 6, XII A

Got my eyes on you
Types Of Invigilators In An Exam Hall

Graphic: Mohan Katyal, AIS Vas 6, XII A

44% increase in expenditure 
on tuition since 2013

3M estimated amount of 
student loans in India

2% decline in student loan 
growth rate in 2017

2.5M students benefitted 
from CGFS subsidy

The fee
Grades? Check. College? Check. Funds? We’re About To Find Out
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E
xams can be unnerving. 

Sure. After all, it is not 

easy to cramp so many 

dates and get the answer to those 

long mathematical questions. 

But what makes examinations a 

real hard ball is those three hours 

spent with a pair of eyes shuf-

fling between them; eyes that are 

on constant vigil; eyes that be-

long to people we call invigila-

tors. Here are some types that 

you may encounter in the exam-

ination hall.  

 

The Hawk 
Description: Like a bird of prey 

on constant vigil, they never sit 

still and look for opportunities to 

find a student cheating. 

Identification: Wears sports 

shoes, takes rounds of the class-

room and has an unnerving stare. 
Dialogue: “Dare to cheat and I’ll 

take your answer sheets away.” 

Special skill: Can hear even the 

slightest whispers and spot stu-

dents cheating from rows away. 

 

The Intimidator 
Description: Keen to know what 

the students are writing. 
Identification: Lifts her glasses 

every time she moves to and fro 

in the aisle. 

Dialogue: “How is the question 

paper? Tough?” 

Special skill: Can make anyone 

anxious about their answers. 

 

The Snooze Alarm 
Description: They keep remind-

ing you of the time, all the time. 

Identification: Glances at the 

wrist watch to check time. 

Dialogue: “One hour over…half 

time left…Only one hour 

left...Last 30 minutes…Start re-

vising up your answers!” 

Special skill: Can give almost 

every student dreadful panic at-

tacks at regular intervals. 

 

The Angel 
Description: Gives away hints at 

times. 
Identification: Soft eyes and al-

ways wears a smile on her face. 

Dialogue: “I’m here to clear all 

your doubts.” 

Special skill: Can’t see any stu-

dent stuck up on a question. 

They might also mark answers in 

your paper and point out spelling 

errors in it. 

 

Exam time is often very tough 

for the students, and so it is for 

the teachers as they also have to 

go through one big three-hour 

ordeal invigilating and keeping 

eye on students like us!G  T



“I can do this all day.” 
Irina Srivastava, AIS Vas 6, XII B 

Page Editor

C
o
n

test E
d

itio
nScience & TechnologyGyan Vigyan

THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, APRIL 22, 20194

Only To Find The Real Meaning Later

World of fantasy
Sometimes Science Can Kill The Dream!

Lost in evolution
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T
he word ‘plastic’ conjures 

up images of burning poly-

thene bags. But as is the 

case with every story, this one has 

another side too.  

 

Use of automotive plastics has 

reduced fuel consumption, saving 

the non-renewable fuels like petrol 

and diesel. Studies by Department 

of Energy show that reduction in a 

vehicle’s weight by ten percent can 

increase the fuel economy by five-

ten percent. 

According to the Scottish gov-

ernment's 2005 report on plastic 

bags, the manufacturing of paper 

bags consumes four times more 

water than that of plastic bags. 

Paper bags are six-seven times 

heavier than lightweight plastic 

bags, thus, adding five-seven times 

more tonnage to the waste stream 

and increases the emission of 

greenhouse gases two times. 

They are used in the screens of 

the LCD which saves energy, using 

less power than traditional cathode 

ray tube screens, aiding in energy 

conservation. 

When properly installed, plastic 

insulation can cut heat or cold loss 

at home or school by up to 70%, 

making it warmer or cooler, cozier 

and energy-efficient. 

The plas-

tic manufactur-

ing industry 

employs approximately 

2.85 million people in the 

United States and Europe alone. 

The USA plastics industry cre-

ated a turnover of about $380 bil-

lion per year with more than $13 

billion trade surplus and a total 

production volume of about 55 

Mtons in 2012. The United states 

has significantly reduced their en-

ergy costs increasing their compet-

itiveness in the world. 

The plastic industry also aids in 

the trade and GDP of countries like 

USA, Canada, etc. 

The manufacture of paper bags 

has a heavier environmental impact 

than the manufacture of plastic 

shopping bags 

The environmental cost of using 

plastics in consumer goods and 

packaging is nearly four times less 

than replacing plastics with alter-

native materials.G  T

Irina S., XII B & Gauri 

Singh, XI C, AIS Vas 6  

 

T
here have been numer-

ous philosophies that 

have transformed our 

understanding of existence. Our 

quest for knowledge is a long  

and unending road, so these  

theories have also come a long 

way, just that our perceptions 

have altered with time. One 

such theory that continues to 

garner attention is Darwin’s    

famous ‘Theory 

of Evolution’ 

 
Survival of the kindest 

Darwin said: In the struggle for 

survival, the fittest win at the 

expense of their rivals. The law 

of competition may be hard, but 

it is best for the race. 

He meant: No creature on this 

Earth can survive on its own. It 

is through mutual dependence 

and cooperation that species 

exist. Both humans and animals 

have natural instincts for kind-

ness and compassion. 

We thought: Herbert Spencer 

analysed Darwin’s work and 

came up with the catchphrase 

‘survival of the fittest’, which 

has been misunderstood as the 

cutthroat clash of creatures 

amongst a race, making us in-

different towards the needs of 

others and push everything else 

off the cliff.  

 

Together, we shall prevail 
Darwin said: From war of na-

ture, the most exalted object 

which we are capable of con-

ceiving, namely, the evolution 

of the higher animals, directly 

follows...whilst this planet has 

experienced this cycle…from 

so simple a beginning to 

endless forms being evolved. 

He meant: All species evolve 

to survive in their respective 

habitats through natural selec-

tion, i.e., nature plays its role in 

bringing out the best in every-

one, ensuring that none is less 

than the other. Thus, humans 

don’t form the pinnacle of evo-

lution; they are just a step in the 

ladder which seeks the best. 

We thought: Humans believe 

that they are the most intellec-

tually evolved of all, and that no 

other species being is superior 

to them. Thus, humans will 

dominate the world.  

Holocaust is a hollow cause 

Darwin said: The preservation 

of favourable variations and the 

rejection of injurious variations, 

I call Natural Selection. The in-

dividuals with the helpful traits 

will leave more offspring in the 

next generation than their peers, 

since the traits make them more 

effective at surviving and re-

producing. 

He meant: Extinction of in-

compatible variants refers to 

eradication of injurious 

attributes within 

each individual 

of a particular 

race. Victory 

would be guaranteed when vir-

tuous traits shall prevail. And 

these traits would surely be her-

itable. 
We thought: Elimination is es-

sential. We believe that the sup-

posedly inferior individuals 

must take an exit from the 

world and only then would it 

render the remaining race un-

fathomable and invincible.  

 

In retrospect, don’t we wish that 

Hitler took a moment to rightly 

interpret the real intention be-

hind what Darwin said? At least 

let’s not tread on the same path.

Srishti Chopra, AIS Vas 6, X C 

 

One fine evening… 

 

Zach (excitedly): I have my birthday this 

month, yay! I was thinking of doing something 

different this time. I have some amazing ideas. 

Keith: Alright, go on. 

Zach (jumping): How about partying on clouds 

with my friends? Nobody has done this before! 

Keith: That is not possible, you know that right? 

Clouds are just tiny water droplets gathered to-

gether…in the air. 

Zach: So?  

Keith: So…sitting on them would be trying to sit 

on a droplet of water. You would just fall through 

it onto the ground. If you want to experience how 

it feels to crash down on the land, go ahead. 

Zach: But…Okay fine, I’ll think of something 

else…Yes! I want to be like the skittles man and 

‘taste the rainbow’ with my 

friends. It would be a great day (grinning). 

Keith (rolling his eyes): I wonder how stupid 

you are! Rainbows are like your marks. There is a 

huge difference between what we think they are 

and what they actually are. 

Zach: What do you mean? 

Keith: Rainbows are optical illusions caused by 

water droplets viewed from a certain angle rela-

tive to a light source. Thus, it is not an object and 

cannot be physically touched.  

Zach: Oh, come on! You are such a killjoy. Both 

rainbow and clouds would have been so cool.  

Keith: Being cool doesn’t work. You have to be 

practical. Duh! 

Zach (disappointed): Fine. I’ll think of some-

thing else...again. So, maybe, I could fly and glide 

through the air like a bird, enjoy the scenic beauty 

from up 

above and just hang 

around the sky with my friends. I wouldn’t need a 

cloud or a rainbow then! 

Keith: From where do you get these silly ideas? 

Don’t you know humans can’t fly? A bird can fly 

because it has wings. Its wingspan and the wing 

muscles balance it and its body size keeps it adrift. 

And, you neither have wings nor pneumatic bones 

or hollow bones or something of that sort. 

Zach (innocently): Well, I could just reduce my 

weight and be as light as a feather.  

Keith (irritatingly): Oh God! Listen to me care-

fully. For you to actually be able to fly, you would 

also need an air sack around the lungs which 

makes the body even lighter. It is like some sort of 

breathing control device. 

Zach (exasperated):  Lets just forget the big ol’ 

sky. Can I at least swim with all those fishes deep 

in the ocean for my birthday? Please, Keith 

please! (almost pleading now). 

Keith: I am really sorry to burst your bubble, but 

no. The pressure beneath the waves is too much 

for humans too handle. At the deepest point in the 

ocean, slightly under 11,000 meters, the pressure 

we will feel on our body would be about 1,100 

times greater than what we normally experience. 

Zach: A little pressure can’t hurt us right? 

Keith: What are you saying? It can cause our 

eardrums to rupture, our lungs to fill up with blood 

and collapse, and we would also suffocate.  

Zach: Wow! you really know how to take the fun 

out of things. Well, excuse me for I need to plan 

my birthday party while you are stuck with your 

boring logical arguments.

The Other Side 

Pics: Shashwat Yadava, AIS Vas 6, XII B 

Models: Arnav Jain, Mihika & Rianna, KG B,  

Abhyuday, KG C & Shivatmika, KG E, AIS Vas 6

Illustration: Saumya Sharma, AIS Vas 6, XII BIllustration: Saumya Sharma, XII B & Shubhashree, XII E, AIS Vas 6



Avi Prabhakar  

AIS Vas 6, XII E 

 

A
re you tired of your parents al-

ways telling you to stop ob-

sessing over movies, TV 

shows, and celebrities? Are you tired 

of them saying ‘they won’t be in your 

exam’ every time they point to the TV? 

Worry not! We have found a few 

courses that you can study where your 

knowledge of the entertainment world 

might come in handy. 

 

Numero Uno: Politicizing Beyoncé, 
Rutgers University, New Jersey 
Taught by Kevin Alfred, the course ex-

amines society through Beyoncé’s life. 

Being an example of overcoming 

stereotypes and defying social norms, 

the course uses her example to exam-

ine how the world views African-

American women in an environment 

where they are rewriting their defini-

tion. No, the course doesn’t make you 

gobble up her biography, but rather 

uses her work to question the larger is-

sues at hand. Because move over, tea, 

it’s finally ‘lemonade’ time! 

 

The second straw: Lady Gaga and 
the Sociology of Fame 
University of South Carolina, Colum-

bia and the head teacher Mathieu De-

flem have undertaken a course with 

their main aim to examine the social 

conditions of the rise of Lady Gaga’s 

popularity to her current status as a 

globally renowned pop music icon.  

This course observes how the general 

rise to such popularity is often associ-

ated with a social struggle. Though, 

the course aligns with Lady Gaga’s ca-

reer, it however doesn’t focus on 

music but specialises in sociology.  

The course focusses on the hardships 

and challenges a person has to tackle 

before they make it to the top.  

 

Third time’s the charm: The Sociol-
ogy of Miley Cyrus, Skidmore Col-
lege, New York 

Created with the intention of question-

ing the world’s stance on politicising 

genders, Carolyn Chernoff teaches the 

stereotypes that baffle different gen-

ders, primarily through the example of 

pop sensation Miley Cyrus. Cyrus’s 

public struggles has opened new doors 

to such conversations, and via her ex-

ample, the world of glamour and its 

take on all these factors is put under 

scrutiny. She, indeed, came in like a 

wrecking ball! 

 

Four square: Mad Men And Mad 
Women, Middlebury College,  
Vermont 
As science fiction uses future 

to discuss the contemporary, 

the TV show Mad Men uses the past 

to discuss issues that still concern the 

modern society. Using the example of 

the show, Joyce Mao, Professor, fo-

cuses on 20th century America where 

issues like alienation, social mobility, 

ruthlessness, and various other things 

were highly prevalent and how these 

factors still plague our world. It’s a 

mad, mad world, we agree! 

 

Fifth wheeling: The Hunger Games: 
Class, Politics and Marketing, Amer-
ican University, Washington DC 

Drawing a parallel between the trilogy 

of The Hunger Games and the real 

world, Stef Woods, in her course, 

sheds light on issues like hunger, slav-

ery, oppression, regime, huge wealth 

disparities between different social 

classes, helplessness and social unrest. 

The course studies the model of a 

complex society presented in the liter-

ary series and tries to analyse class, 

caste and gender. We can only hope for 

the odds to be in the students’ favour. 

 

These fun courses, through a deep 

analysis of pop culture and popular 

celebrities, teach us about the world in 

which they fought against all odds. 

Study time has never 

sounded better, 

won’t you 

agree? 

“Whatever it takes!” 
Gauri Singh, AIS Vas 6, XI C 

Page Editor
THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2019

C
o
n

te
st

 E
d

it
io

n

5U, Me Aur Hum Whose life is it anyway?

Siddhi Mohanty  

AIS Vas 6, XII A 

 

D
idn’t you silently judge the girl 

noisily slurping the long 

soupy noodle strand at the 

restaurant? But you yourself licked off 

the whole plate at home without any 

care in the world, because who on 

earth wastes Maggi? Didn’t you go 

‘eww’ when you saw the next-door kid 

picking up the potato chip from the 

floor and stuff it into his mouth? But 

you also applied the ‘five-seconds rule’ 

when the same thing happened to you. 

No, it’s not just you. We all have been 

there and done that, going through the 

guilty pleasures of life and hating them 

all at the same time. 

 

A show worth nothing but 
your  ears and time: We hate it 

when we are forced to listen to others 

playing random videos in public 

places. Such nuisance, right?  But we 

also can’t miss the latest Supernatural 

episode just because we forgot to carry 

our earphones on the way to school. 

 

My phone is my phone, none 
of your phone: We hate it when 

we hand our phone to someone to see a 

photo and they end up scanning the en-

tire gallery reminding you of your 

uglier days. But, we also can’t control 

the urge to peek into someone else’s 

phone when they’re watching Brook-

lyn Nine-Nine in the metro. 

 

Too many spoilers spoil the 
show: We hate it when our friend 

comes running to us in excitement and 

instead of asking ‘What’s up!’, he says 

“Hey, did you get to the part where 

Dumbledore dies?” No, I haven’t got-

ten that far yet but thank you for dis-

rupting the natural progression of the 

plot. And by the way, how awesome 

was the Riverdale episode last night? 

 

If you can’t order, move: We 

hate it when people take a lifetime to 

decide what to pick from the menu and 

miss out on the famine spreading be-

hind them. It’s an entirely different sob 

story when we’re standing there with 

our gang, talking pointlessly about 

anything and everything till there is no 

food left and we are left to starve. 

 

Wrong item, wrong shelf: 
Admit it, we hate it when we unknow-

ingly pick up the size M shirt thinking 

that it is size L, just because someone 

else was too lazy to put it back at the 

right place. But oh, who’ll go all the 

way to find the rack! Never mind, I’ll 

just slip it into the XL section. 

To pleasures untold
Love It Or Hate It, We All Do It

Gauri Singh, XI C & Avi Prabhakar, 

XII E, AIS Vas 6 

 

“Y
es mom! I’ll get rid of the old 

books.” At the end of every 

year, all the books that I did-

n’t need anymore would go to the store 

room and then somewhere along the way 

would come a rag-picker who would take 

them on a new adventure. As I squat beside 

the huge heap of books and magazines that 

were collected all through the year, I come 

across some familiar papers. I tug at the pa-

pers and out falls a huge heap right on top 

of my head. Polaroid photos, mark sheets, 

letters, slam books and what not was scat-

tered on the floor, flooding my head with 

memories I had almost forgotten.  

I had heard somewhere in the passing that 

memories are like box of sweets; you just 

cannot stop at one. As I rummage through 

the pile, almost reliving the good old days, 

rain had started brewing. It was almost time 

for a storm, but then again I am getting 

ahead of myself.  

My grumpy self who believed that school 

was not for smart people and going to 

school was not for five year olds adorned 

the polaroid photos. Some showed my fa-

ther literally carrying me to the bus and 

some were just me in funny costumes with 

evident displeasure of being made to do it, 

all for my mother’s satisfaction of seeing 

me win at various cultural events. 

Mark sheets with waning graph of excel-

lence, test sheets with marks I was too 

afraid to show my parents came next with 

their own bittersweet memories. Come to 

think of it now, the Class X exam which 

seemed like the end of the world then, was-

n’t really that big a deal. It was weird how 

the number of weird and funny things dom-

inated the pile as I grew older. Perhaps, 

school changed. Or maybe, I did. Sure, I 

did learn. More from people than from 

books, but then again! Slambooks with au-

tographs of almost famous rockstars and 

cricketers, and promises to stay friends sat 

in the corner with a layer of dust on them, 

almost as if trying to say something.    

Those 12 years of school seemed to be over 

in a blink. What seemed an ordeal at first, 

look like the most pleasant moments of my 

life in retrospect. I always knew everything 

comes to an end, but if I could do it all 

again, I won’t hesitate to do so. At the end 

of the day, I at least have these things to 

take me back to my adventures, like 8 x 10 

frames of yellowed photographs with 

smiles frozen in time.

Back to good ol’ days
It’s Time For Reminiscence, Reverie And Remnants

Must ATTEND!
It’s Time To Get Enrolled In The ‘Cool’ School

Illustration: Swarnim Kiran 

AIS Vas 6, XII A

Graphic: Aryaman Sen, XI D | Pic: Shashwat Yadava, XII E 

Models: Manas Gupta, X E; Saumya Sharma, XII B; 

Sumukh Srivastav, XII D & Vani Kumar, XII B, AIS Vas 6

Graphic: Avi Prabhakar, AIS Vas 6, XII E



Recently, our great nation 

achieved a great feat by test 

firing A-Sat missile in the 

LEO orbit. The world awed at 

us as we secured our space, 

and became the fourth nation 

in the world to do so. In the 

past three decades, we have 

made tremendous develop-

ment in science and technology, so much so that 

the way India lives, works and grows has un-

dergone a huge transformation. When super 

powers were busy fighting in space, land and 

air, we used our satellites to improve our GPRS 

navigation, banking, medical services and trans-

port. We even carried their satellites for them in 

space. We have shown the world how to use sci-

ence for the sake of humanity. And all this is 

credited to our great scientists and researchers 

who developed high-class indigenous systems 

even amidst all the sanctions by the powers who 

once saw us as the country of ‘snake charmers’ 

and now know us as ‘space charmers’  

Science can do wonders for mankind. And this 

is something that we at Amity also prepare our 

students for. With our numerous initiatives like 

Vasudha/ Mathamity, GTSE, ATL, NASA space 

education exchange etc carried out under the 

aegis of Amity’s Children Science Foundation, 

our students are already on the scientific jour-

ney of making prototypes of scientific models 

to save water, electricity, breathe fresh air, re-

cycle waste to create utility items etc. 

I feel immensely happy when I read about the 

great feats our nation has achieved. It’s 2019 

and we are already ranked number 4 in the 

world. With Amity working as a harbinger to 

engage, experiment and evaluate young minds, 

I am confident that the vision and mission of our 

Founder President to make India a super power 

by 2030 is a reality arriving soon.G  T

Dr Amita Chauhan 
Chairperson

‘Liberty, Freedom, Enfran-

chisement’:These three words 

reflect how well Shakespeare 

understood the meaning of 

‘Democracy’ even back in the 

15th century. 

Democracy, and the concept 

of freedom attached to it, is a 

very old, unwavering concept. 

But it has only been reiterated in India and es-

pecially, at Amity, where the students get the 

freedom to express themselves freely, whether it 

is through writing, or any other form of art or 

craft. Our most honourable Chairperson,  

Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, has always given the 

wings of freedom to the students and made them 

fly higher with their unbridled talent and bring 

back laurels through their achievements, and 

make their alma mater proud. 

The ‘GT Making a Newspaper Contest’ is a 

great initiative by the Chairperson to let the stu-

dents explore their capacities by giving them a 

platform to express and create. The contest edi-

tion is just another way for the students to splash 

the colours of freedom through their writings, 

illustrations and graphics, on which they work 

extremely hard to get the best results. I hope that 

students of AIS Vasundhara 6, with their inspi-

ration taken from their school and their consis-

tent hard work are able to fly higher on their 

wings of creativity and deliver a contest edition 

which Amity is proud of!G  T

Sunita Athley 
Principal, AIS Vas 6

Freedom to 
express
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“If I had wings 

I’ll fly, many say 

But they not know 

It’s easy other way 

 

Wings restrict you 

Flight is contained 

How high be the glide 

Some escalation is detained 

 

The planets and the stars 

Control where your reach 

The flurry of the furry 

Is often at a breach 

 

To be free, to be far 

To be across the sphere 

A pair of wings is futile 

One just needs to dare 

 

Dare to dream 

Dare to reach out 

Dare to just live 

Within and without 

 

No halts, no forestalls 

No boundaries to traverse, 

With passion in the heart 

A human hovers the universe” 

 

This is exactly the kind of liberty to 

dream, that the children have been 

bestowed upon by our Chairperson,  

Dr. (Mrs.) Amita Chauhan, in the 

form of the very esteemed newspa-

per, ‘The Global Times’. The news-

paper provides them with an 

unmatched platform to showcase 

their talent and capabilities. The eu-

phoria a team feels on the successful 

completion of their contest edition is 

absolutely unparalleled. I greatly ap-

preciate and bestow my gratitude to 

the combined efforts of The Global 

Times team and students for pulling 

off a beautiful edition!

“Doth mother know you writeth for GT?” 
Pragya Pandey, AIS Vas 6, XI A 

Page Editor

Privilege 
of liberty

Shweta Tomar 
GT Coordinator

Science for 
mankind Underneath your clothes

Irina Srivastava, AIS Vas 6, XII B 

 

W
e talk about how body shaming is wrong, 

how it’s not okay to judge someone 

based on their appearance. But at the end 

of the day, it still comes down to “I can’t wear this 

skirt because I have fat calves”. It’s about time we 

revisit our hypocritical beauty standards, rationally.  

 

Beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder. Then 

why was Beast a loner? Why was he judged on 

looks? Society instills lessons of stereotypical 

beauty from the beginning. A child is taught to dis-

tinguish between beautiful and ugly rather than 

being taught to find elegance in disgraceful.  

 

There is no real beauty without a slight im-
perfection. Where were such ideals when the Ugly 

Duckling had to wait for its transformation into a 

swan to become acceptable? Since time immemo-

rial, beauty has been limited to certain features. Be 

it real life or fiction, one ought to abide by the 

generic notions to be considered attractive.  

 

Beauty is being comfortable in one’s own 
skin. Then why is India’s fairness cream market 

worth $450 million? Why is calling someone dark, 

derogatory? Having a dusky complexion is as allur-

ing as white skin as long as the heart within is clear. 

 

Round is also a shape. Why do 49% youth suf-

fer from body image issues? Why are teenagers in-

secure about their 

bodies? Does 

size really mat-

ter? The answer is no. As long as one knows how to 

carry oneself, weight is just a number. 

 

Everyone is beautiful, but not everyone sees 
it. The first step in attaining eternal beauty is self-

love. Although beauty may be in the eyes of the be-

holder, but the feeling of being beautiful exists 

solely in the minds of the beholder.  

So, ignore the sermons of the society, be yourself, 

dress up the way you want and reject all the stereo-

types. In a nutshell, each day get decked up with 

confidence, fill yourself up with comfort and ensure 

to carry a curve that sets all the worries straight: a 

pretty smile. And, you will be good to go.G  T

Love From Your Heart, Not Your Eyes

Aadya Kapoor, AIS Vas 6, X C 

 

J
ohn Keats said, “Nothing be-

comes real till it is experi-

enced.” Perhaps, it was this 

experience or the craving for it that 

brought back the dead – things that 

had once bid adieu in the wake of a 

technological blitzkrieg.  

 

 “I have a photo album spread on 
my bedroom floor” 

Honestly, who says that anymore? 

The first Polaroid camera in 1948 

that became the ‘it’ thing from 1970s 

to 1990s, but when the world started 

to develop an affinity towards better 

technology, the feel of those instant 

films was lost. So much so that the 

company, Polaroid stopped produc-

ing instant cameras and stuck to dig-

ital photography. But the polaroid 

has made a comeback and how. With 

the coming of Fujifilm Instax series 

in 2017, millennials found an Insta-

gram aesthetic which also fits per-

fectly inside their phone case. 

“It took me years to write, will you 
take a look?” 

When the typewriter first launchec in 

1874, who would’ve thought that a 

simple machine would become the 

apple of every writer’s eye? It faded 

in 1980s, but it’s back and ready to 

take over computers. While some 

government departments never gave 

up on this erstwhile official weapon; 

many companies are increasingly 

switching to it, as breach of data in 

soft documents dawns over. Maybe 

it’s for your journals, documentation, 

or just to admire as a piece of art; 

you have to admit that a typewriter 

holds more life to it than a computer. 

 

 “If I was just another dusty record 
on the shelf” 

In 1877, the world was introduced 

with the first phonograph and in 

1889 Berliner’s discs were first mar-

keted. All was good, until one day 

technology took over melodies and 

Vinyl turned to cassettes, cassettes to 

CDs, and into the age of Spotify. 

Somewhere in between, we lost the 

tangibility attached with these tunes. 

In early 2010s, ‘Vinyl Me, Please’ 

came into picture that was willing to 

trade the convenience for the expe-

rience. Listening to an album vinyl 

just cannot be emulated, no matter 

how advanced your technology is. 

 

From the 1800s to 2010s, the world 

has drastically changed. Huge metal 

computer systems to pocket-sized 

smartphones, we have come a long, 

long way. But we’re still humans and 

haven’t forgotten our roots. We will 

always cherish the scent of fresh 

paperbacks, always prize hand-

written letters and always look 

back at the things that we can 

touch, feel and call our own for 

as long as the world lives on.G  T

Tech-nostalgia
A Reincarnation For The Ones Gone By

Illustration: Saumya Sharma  

AIS Vasundhara 6, XII B

Graphic: Mohan Katyal, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII A
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“Genius. Illustrator. GT writer. 
Philanthropist.” 
Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vas 6, XII E 

Page Editor Masks in disguiseEducational Poster

Text: Saumya Sharma, XII B I Illustration: Shubhashree Rana, XII E & Saumya Sharma, XII B; AIS Vas 6

War mask 

Appeared in: 10000 
BC, Japan 
Worn by: Warriors 
and samurai 
Made of: Steel or 

leather 
Features: Elaborate facial 

details like aggressive eyes, fierce 
golden/silver teeth, moustache, 
beard and a detachable nose 
Relevance: To strike terror in the 
heart of the enemy, warriors and 
samurai wore war masks known as 
Men-yoroi. These masks covered the 
entire face of the warrior and 
provided utmost protection. They 
were crafted specially by artisans to 
suit the personality and preference 
of each warrior or samurai. The 
inner layer of these masks was 
covered with red lacquer because the 
colour gave warriors or 
samurai a reddish, 
warlike appearance.

dance mask 

Appeared in: 1400s-today, 
Indonesia 

Worn by: 
Dancers/Actors  

Made of: Light 
weight wood, 

leather  
Features: Beautifully 

carved wooden piece 
painted either in red, 
white, black or gold, 
topped by a crown 
extending outwards to 
the sides of the head 

Relevance: In Indonesia, 
Topeng dance originated 

as a complex theatrical form 
where dancers/actors used 
masks.  These ‘masks’ were 

the most important element for 
the performance as they 

represented God/ancestors coming 
down from the sky to eliminate all 
the diseases on the earth. Even 
today, it is believed that actors/ 
dancers who put this mask are 
connected to spirit realm. 

funeral mask 

Appeared in: 1323 BC, 
Egypt  

Worn by: Mummy 
Made of: Linen, plastic, clay 

and precious materials such 
as gold or bronze 
Features: Large eyes, red skin 
tone for men and yellow for women, and other 
embellishments 
Relevance: Since Egyptians believed in afterlife 
experience, they prepared funeral masks to 
protect the face of the mummy. These masks 
exactly resembled the deceased with slightly 
enlarged eyes, a faint smile with painted 
jewelry and makeup. The whole idea of doing 
so was to increase the chances of deceased’s 
acceptance into afterlife.

carnival mask 

Appeared in: 1100s, 
Venice & Italy 
Worn by: Men and 
women  
Made of: Plaster, 

porcelain and mache 
Features: Big eyes, pointed 

nose, dark lips with curly hair coming 
out at the ends and a bell at the peak 
Relevance:  To celebrate the Venetian 
festival Carnevale, the Venetian masks 
appeared. These masks allow the wearer 
to act freely in cases where s/he wants 
to interact with members of society 
outside the bounds of identity serving 
‘anonymity’ at parties. They are a part 
of Italian festive culture even at present.

Theatre mask 

Appeared in: 700 BC, Greece 
Worn by: Greek actors  
Made of: Linen, wood or 
leather  

Features: Exaggerated 
facial features and 

expressions with big holes for eyes, a small 
aperture for mouth and an integrated wig 
Relevance: Theatre in ancient Greece was 
rather curtailed with limited number of 
actors available and women’s restricted 
entry in theatre. This is where the masks 
came to play, as they helped an actor 
perform multiple roles in the same play.

Uncovering The History That Lies Behind Different Masks
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“Don’t do anything I would do, and 
definitely don’t do anything I wouldn’t do!” 

Avi Prabhakar, AIS Vas 6, XII E 
Page Editor 

Pragya Pandey 

AIS Vas 6, XI A 

 

A
 train journey introduces 

you to a variety of peo-

ple, and one such person 

in my journey was this plump 

man sleeping since forever on 

the berth across from mine. 

“That’s some talent,” I thought 

and took out a book to read. Sud-

denly, the man beside me snored. 

“That happens sometimes. No 

big deal,” I said to myself, 

looked at him and began reading. 

What came next was an unbear-

able series of snores that didn’t 

seem like they were going to 

stop any time soon. This was 

going to be one heck of a ride.  

As the train picked up pace, so 

did the snores. I could see all the 

passengers peeking out from 

their berths to figure out the 

source of this humdrum. With 

the man sleeping, judgmental 

eyes fell on me, suggesting that I 

do something about it. Wasn’t it 

bad enough that I was sitting 

close to him? Now, I’m also re-

lated to him in everyone’s mind. 

Someone had to do something 

about this Snorlax real quick; 

that someone being me. So, 

without a plan, I went ahead and 

did the most decent thing I could 

think of. I said to the sleeping 

man, “Excuse me sir, if you 

could please lower down a little 

bit. People are having a bit of 

trouble.” What on Earth was I 

thinking talking to a man who 

was in a sleep as deep as black 

hole? When the man responded 

with a loud snore and scared me 

back to my seat, I heard a little 

girl laugh. Right. Now it’s funny. 

In such tension and pressure 

there was only so much that I 

could think of and with poor cell 

reception, I couldn’t even 

Google how to wake up a snor-

ing man. When a few hours 

passed by, and the stares grew 

livider, I took to my last resort; 

something I pray that nobody has 

to ever go through. I took out my 

stinky sock. 

As I held the sock in my hand, I 

could see people making faces 

and blocking their noses from 

the smell and wishing me luck. 

How did I get stuck here again? 

Anyhow, I took the smelly sock 

near the snoring man’s face and 

he woke up in a reflex. What can 

I say? Not washing socks for 

months can indeed be a blessing 

in disguise. 

Angry? Confused? Dizzy? Nau-

seous? He took a few seconds to 

grasp things around him and then 

said in a sleepy voice, “When I 

travel alone, I often sleep past 

my destination. Thank God I 

woke up just in time today!” By 

Lord’s good grace, he got down 

at the next station and everyone 

took a sigh of relief. At last, I 

hoped to finish my book before 

my journey could end. But as I 

turned the first page, another 

stout, middle-aged man sat on 

the seat across from me. “Oh 

God,” I thought again. “I hope 

and pray that this one does any-

thing but snore!”  G  T

CAMERA CAPERS
Send in your entries to  

cameracapers@theglobaltimes.in

Speed defined by willChallenging nature’s fury Shining with the tricolour

Shashwat Yadava, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII E

“As I held the sock in my 

hand, I could see people 

making faces and blocking 

their noses from the smell 

and wishing me luck.”

Storywala

The roar of snore

WORDS VERSE

Chaitanya Tiwari, AIS Vas 6, XI 

 

My hands can’t touch the sky 

Or the depth of the thalassic  

Same as you couldn’t pollute  

My pure heart in solitude 

 

Beware, you the dark soul 

Are you done hiding behind?  

Or are you not ready to grind 

Let me face you, let me beat you 

 

Or let’s make a different plan  

Maybe we change the world 

You hide beside my shadow 

 Focusing on good and the raw 

 

Let you be the one who tells me 

What is good and what is bad  

As there is sanity before the mad 

Making a new, much better worldG  T

Saumya Sharma, AIS Vas 6, XII B 

=With help of compass 

draw a circle on 

cardboard and cut it.  

=Next, cut the top portion 

of silver spoons using 

scissors and keep them 

aside.  

=Place double sided tape 

on the outline of circular 

cardboard piece. 

=Now start placing the 

top portion of spoons along 

the outline of circle thereby 

making the first layer of 

spoons.  

=Again, make another 

layer of spoons inside the 

first layer.  

=Place a circular-shaped 

candle at the center  

and light it up with a 

matchstick.  

=Your DIY spoon candle 

stand is ready!

Coming  
through

 The heart  

 

Kalpita Chakraborty 

AIS Vas 6, XI A 

 

The heart carries many emotions 

Often, it’s happy, at times it’s sad  

At times it’s good, often it’s bad 

Or it’s angry, often it’s nervous 

Often, it’s jealous or just callous 

 

Like a vault, it hides so much pain 

The pain that none can bear 

The pain that is intangible, unseen 

But the pain, that has been there 

Undisturbed, trying to get subdued 

 

It swells with happiness it contains 

The happiness that makes you cry 

Happiness, that gives meaning to life  

The feeling, so bright, like sunshine 

Brightens darkness with a white light 

 

It holds many issues and insecurities 

Those which make it hard to trust  

To embrace the world as it is 

To go out, make friends and retain  

But then hope makes it rise again 

 

All these vehement sentiments 

The ardent desires, consuming feelings 

The intense fervour, emotional dealings 

Stride with us in each phase of our life 

And are stored in heart if we strive  

 

G  T

Spoon candle holder

Steps

All you need
=Plastic spoons (silver) 15-20 

=Compass 

=Scissors 

=Double sided tape 

=Cardboard 

=Small candle 

=Matchbox

Illustration: Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII E

Illustration: Swarnim Kiran, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII AIllustration: Saumya Sharma, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII B
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“The hardest stories require the 
longest edits.” 

Siddhi Mohanty, AIS Vas 6, XII A 
Page Editor
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Mosaic Junior

PAINTING CORNER Avya Roy 

AIS Vas 6, IV B 

A pocket full of candies

Lavanya Srivastava, V C & 

Siddid Juneja, III C 

AIS Vas 6 

 

T
he door opened and a 

lady in a pink coat ap-

peared.“Hello! Stay with 

each other and don’t wander off. 

The place is huge and it can be 

difficult to find your way back!” 

Lady Lollipop’s Candy Factory 

was gigantic! The entire factory 

looked like it had been dipped in 

a vat of rainbow paint! We 

watched in awe the elephantine 

machines as every conveyor belt 

carried packs of Lady Lollipop’s 

famous Pink Cloud Candy Floss. 

We couldn’t believe that such a 

place existed in the world. 

While we were looking at the 

floss, I saw a small boy behind a 

machine, peeping. He hadn’t no-

ticed me yet, so I decided to 

sneakily approach him and ask 

him what he was doing here.  

I had almost got to him, when a 

hand grabbed me from behind. I 

turned, only to look into the 

angry eyes of the lady who was 

giving us the tour. “I told you not 

to wander off. What if you had 

hurt yourself?” “There was a lit-

tle boy. I want to talk to him,” I 

said, pointing towards him. 

“What are you talking about?” 

She gave me a puzzled look. 

When I followed her gaze, no 

one was there. “Get back and 

don’t wander off!” she said. 

Throughout the tour, I kept see-

ing the boy here and there. But 

he would disappear every time I 

would approach him. He would  

say “Don’t eat what she gives 

you.” and then disappear again.  

Soon, the trip came to an end. 

The lady, stood before the same 

gate from where we started and 

said, “Thank you for coming to 

our factory. You can take our 

tasty candies.” I remembered 

what the boy had said and hesi-

tated to take anything. My class-

mates on the other hand were 

filling their pockets with candies.  

The boy appeared again, but be-

fore I could speak, the lady beck-

oned him over. “Charlie! I told 

you a million times not to wan-

der off alone!” The child came 

forward and looked angry. 

“Why do you look upset, boy?” 

“Mamma, they are taking away 

my candies!” the boy cried.  

“But we have an entire factory! 

You can take as many as you 

want!” she said. “But mamma, I 

don’t want to share!”  G  T

The lady stood before the 

same gate from where we 

started the tour and said, 

“Thank you for coming to 

our factory.”

So what did you learn today? 

New word: Elephantine 

Meaning: Huge

It’s Me

Short story

Potatoes (boiled)...................3 

Cucumber (diced) .........½ cup 

Tomato (diced)..............½ cup  

Onion (chopped) .......... ½ cup  

Carrot (diced)................½ cup 

Sweet corn ....................¼ cup 

Green peas ....................¼ cup 

Capsicum.......................¼ cup 

Pomegranate seeds........¼ cup 

Lemon juice ....................2 tsp 

Cheese (grated) .......to garnish  

Black olives ............to garnish  

Spring onion ...........to garnish 

Black salt......................to taste 

Black pepper.................to taste 

Chat masala..................to taste  

n Peel boiled potatoes, cut 

them into two equal halves 

and scrape a cavity with the 

help of a spoon. 

n In a bowl, put cucumber, 

tomato,onion, carrot, pome-

granate seeds, sweet corn 

and green peas. Also, add 

black salt, black pepper, 

chat masala and lemon juice 

and mix well.  

n Now, fill potato cavities with 

this mixture and dress pota-

toes with cheese.  

n Place two black olives to 

make eyes for the smiley. 

n For the tongue, cut tomato 

into triangular shape and 

place it just below the eyes. 

n Line stuffed potatoes in a 

baking tray. Bake them in a 

preheated oven for 5-7 min-

utes or until cheese melts. 

n Take them out from oven, 

and place spring onion’s on 

each to make smiley’s hair. 

n Serve it hot with ketchup or 

green chutney!

Navya Gupta, AIS Vasundhara 6, III A 

Vasudev Pandey, AIS Vas 6, VI D 

 

Oh! my dear friend examination 

You require full concentration 

English is all about composition 

Mathematics is full of calculation 

 

SST is the knowledge of nation 

Science tells us about germination 

Art demands great imagination 

Preparing for you, we learn information 

 

GK tells us trending current affairs  

Computers help us design presentations 

Oh! my dear friend examination  

You’re a friend for our generation 

 

The truth, my friend examination 

Is that without your intervention 

There will be no point 

And no meaning of education  

 

 

G  T

Manan B., AIS Vas 6, IV D 

 

There might be gold in the hills  

Lovely pearls deep in the sea  

Such treasures aren’t meaningful 

As your friendship means to me 

 

Diamonds may be beautiful  

And worth a lot of money  

They can’t give a warm embrace 

Or share jokes we think are funny 

 

I know it's true for some people 

Might collect priceless art  

I have not seen an artistic piece  

Showing a large loving heart  

 

I know people look for solace 

But peace comes to me with you  

When we’re together with no one 

All we do is enjoy and have fun 

 

With you I want to travel places 

With you I want to see the world 

Can’t imagine how life would be 

If you had not been in my traces 

 

I don't need to spend a fortune 

To know what means most to me 

Knowing, I have your friendship 

Will be a unique treasure  G  T

Jayshree Singh 

 AIS Vas 6, VI B  

 

n A big black bug bit a big black 

dog on his big black nose. 

n A tricky, frisky snake with 

sixty super scaly stripes. 

n The big bug bit the little bee-

tle, but the little beetle bit the 

big bug back. 

n How much wood would a 

woodchuck chuck if a wood-

chuck could chuck wood? 

n Whether the weather is warm, 

whether the weather is hot, we 

have to put up with weather, 

whether we like it or not. 

Kinder smileys

Hello, I am Vivaan Pandita 

I study in Class KG E  

My school is AIS Vas 6 

I was born on December 6 

Do you know?  
Ms Vipula is my favourite teacher 

English is my favourite subject 

Honey sandwiches is my favourite dish 

Shlok is my best friend 

‘A Treasure of best- loved Tales’ is a 

 book I can read again 

My favourites 

Hide n seek is my favourite game  

PAW Patrol is an all-time favourite 

show I love to watch 

World Square Mall, Ghaziabad is 

my favourite shopping destination 

My dreams and goals 

My father is my role model 

A police officer is what I want to 

become 

GT is the best platform where 

people will know about me is why 

I want to feature in it 

Ingredients

Method

Navya Gupta

My treasure

POEMS 

A friend in disguise
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Illustration: Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vas 6, XII E

Graphic: Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vasundhara 6, XII E

Graphic: Shubhashree Rana 

AIS Vasundhara 6, XII E
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Budding gems
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Amitians Shine At Khelo India Games 

Orientation Programmes For Synergising 

Tinkering Innovations For A New India

Chairperson with the gems of Khelo India Games 2019 

“That’s my secret, Captain: I’m always 
writing for GT!” 

Anant Lamba, AIS Vas 6, XII D 
Page Editor

Young scientists

The new beginnings

E
xcellence in sports at na-

tional and international 

levels has been the vision 

of Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, 

Chairperson, Amity Group of 

Schools & RBEF. Keeping up 

with the same, Amity over the 

years has been providing state- 

of-art infrastructure to various 

young sportsmen.  

Encouraged Amitians marked 

their spectacular victory at 2nd 

edition of Khelo India Games 

held in Pune from January 9-20, 

2019. The games were held in 

two categories namely under 17 

and under 21 to cater to both 

schools and universities respec-

tively. Presenting the winning 

streak, Gaurav Dahiya, AIS Gur 

46 won a gold medal in kabaddi; 

archers Sanchita Tiwari, AIS Vas 

1 and Rishabh Yadav, AIS Gur 

43 bagged a silver and a bronze 

medal respectively. On the other 

hand, Ananya Agarwal of AIS 

Mayur Vihar secured a bronze 

medal in gymnastics in balanc-

ing beam.  

Apart from the winners, other 

sportsmen who participated in 

various games at *Khelo India 

Games 2019 were Dhruv Bagga, 

AIS Noida and Krishi Bhatt, AIS 

Vas 6 in archery; Ishita Singh, 

AIS Gur 46 in lawn tennis and 

Mallika Kulshetra, AIS Mayur 

Vihar in gymnastics. 

Carrying the legacy forward, 

Sanchita Tiwari and Krishi Bhat 

got their Sports Authority of 

India Scholarship extended for 

impeccable performance consec-

utively for the second time.  

Also, this year, Rishabh Yadav 

has received the scholarship at 

Khelo India. 

*Khelo India are the multidisci-
plinary school games in India for 
U-17 school children. Every year 
best 734 players are selected for 
annual ‘Khelo India Scholar-
ship’, launched by the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi to iden-
tify and nurture talent at the 
grass root level. The players re-
ceive 500,000 INR for 8 years to 
prepare themselves for repre-
senting India at various Interna-
tional sporting events especially 
Olympics subject to their per-
formance and win at Khelo India 
School Games.  G  T

A
mity added another 

feather to its cap with 

the selection of 10 Sci-

ence projects in top 200 at na-

tional level of *ATL Tinkering 

Innovation Marathon 2018. Out 

of these 10 selected projects, 7 

projects were from AIS Vasund-

hara 6 and 3 from AIS Saket. The 

shortlisted projects will now be 

submitted further by the students 

for second round of the ATL 

Marathon competition. 

This unique opportunity was 

held under the mentorship of  

Amity’s Children Science Foun-

dation as a realisation of the vi-

sion of Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, 

Chairperson, Amity Group of 

Schools & RBEF. She aims to 

kindle the scientific tempera-

ment of students by giving them 

the best resources and various 

wonderful opportunities. 

*The ATL Tinkering 
Innovation Marathon is a nation-

wide  competition that is open to 
students under the age of 18 in 
various categories ranging from 
clean energy to water conserva-
tion. This innovation 
marathon recognises India’s top 
Science innovations which help to 
resolve social issues. It is based 
on the belief  that recognition and 
encouragement at young age are 
excellent enablers for nurturing 
exponential innovation and entre-
preneurship among children.G  T

Winning young scientists from AIS Vasundhara 6 with their school principal and mentorFuture young innovators from AIS Saket with their mentors 

A
mity Group of Schools 

have constantly strived 

to impart modern educa-

tion rooted in traditional values to 

its students. It truly is the vision 

of Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, 

Chairperson, Amity Group of 

Schools & RBEF to nurture criti-

cally thinking and innovative 

global citizens by providing them 

best of the opportunities and ex-

cellent infrastructure to engage, 

learn and grow. This vision can be 

truly accomplished only when the 

school, the educators and the par-

ents synergise on various plat-

forms and put in concerted efforts 

to ensure holistic development of 

the young minds. In an effort to 

achieve the same, orientation pro-

grammes for Class I-XI were held 

in the month of March and April 

at various branches of Amity 

Schools across Delhi / NCR.  

During orientation programmes 

parents were apprised on 

Amity’s motto of modernity 

blended with tradition and its 

philosophy of holistic develop-

ment. They were told about dif-

ferent infrastructure facilities 

available, curriculum, peda-

gogy, important days and 

events, rules and regulations, as-

sessments patterns, teaching 

methodologies, etc. Various cul-

tural and sports performances 

like dance, karate, song recita-

tion etc., by the students also 

provided parents a glimpse of 

the extracurricular activities 

which are an integral part of 

teaching at Amity. Parents were 

also apprised on Amitranet and 

its use,.and given some valuable 

parenting tips by counselors. G  T

Havan ceremony at Amity International School, Vasundhara 6

Students give a zealous karate show during orientation programme

Parents listen carefully to understand all about Amity

Selected Science Projects At ATL Tinkering Innovation Marathon 2018
Project Name Category Young Innovator School Teacher Mentor

Pop-Up Gardens Architecture & Design
Shubh Sharma, Hitesh 
Goswami, Somansh 
Dhillan

AIS Vasundhara 6 Suniti Gupta

Eco-Cooler Clean Energy
Krish Bhatnagar,  
Sarthak Devlal

AIS Vasundhara 6 Shweta Ghatak

Herbal Anti-Pathogenic 
Bot

Agritech
Prashant Saxena, Khushi 
Soni, Aditya Saxena

AIS Vasundhara 6 Ekta Soni

Innovative Easy Brush Healthtech
Dhruvi Gupta, Hitika 
Mathur, Lavanya  
Aggarwal

AIS Vasundhara 6 Suniti Gupta

Vegetable Washer SDGs
Himadri Singhal, Ayana 
Sahay, Ashmita Sharma

AIS Vasundhara 6 Garima Sharma

Herbal Sanitary Pad SDGs
Krishi Bhat, Chhavi 
Sharma

AIS Vasundhara 6 Poonam Bhatt

Ointment for Pollen Al-
lergy

Healthtech
Aadya Kapoor, Mansha 
Chaubey, Ritika Mitra

AIS Vasundhara 6 Aarti Lavanya

Eco Enzyme Clean Energy
Anwesha Satpathy 
Kashvi Goel

AIS Saket Namita Arora

Plastic: A New Look 
(Mangalistic)

Waste Management Diya Istwal, Diya Sehgal AIS Saket Sandeep kumar

Hygyfeel Healthtech
Aayushi Kaushik, Kaavya 
Joshi

AIS Saket Ambreen Kauser

A counselor addresses parents
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Saanvi Wadhwa, AIS Vas 6, XI B 

 

“I
 know it’s been a while, but I needed this 

for my own peace of mind. So here I 

am,” I said as I sat in front of the very 

things that made me who I am. My appointment 

was here. Oh! I forgot to mention; I am meeting 

Mr M, the cumulative entity of all my mistakes.  

 

M: So, what brings us together today? Am I again 

altering your life? You know what? We make a re-

ally dysfunctional couple. Finding our way back 

to one another when we clearly don’t need to. You 

call this an appointment, so let’s hope you’re here 

to own up to it all today. 

P: Own up? I remember meeting you for the first 

time when I tore my brother’s book. And then 

when I hid my report card. And then when I fought 

with mom and dad. And there goes the list of 

never-ending slip ups. So yeah, 

here I am owning up. Now 

does that make you happy? 

M: *chuckles* Pretty much! 

You’re on step 1.  

P: You know what, it’s pretty 

easy for you to smile consid-

ering you are not the one who 

has a friendship on line be-

cause of saying things you 

didn’t even mean.  

M: That was ages ago! If you 

keep beating yourself over it, 

you might as well allow me 

to get comfortable for a 

long stay. That’s 

step 2, buddy. 

Don’t let it get to your head. 

P: You know, there is this 

weird feeling in my chest 

that is making its way to 

my head. Should you be 

blamed for it? 

M: Anxiety and guilt? 

Yeah, that’s all me. But, ac-

cepting the inevitability of 

this guilt will allow you to be in 

a better place than your self pity 

phase. And just so you know, that’d be step 3. 

P: You’re right. The guilt isn’t going anytime 

soon. But I can’t help but wonder where I went so 

wrong that I threw away my career. 

M: You’re learning, boy! That’s step 4 - under-

standing the reason. 

P: Which bits mattered, according to you? When 

I spilled coffee all over my work or when I missed 

the deadline. Or maybe it was just the way I 

dressed. Or maybe what I said to my colleague.  

M: Hold it. There’s a fine line between spotting 

the line and over analysing. Oh there – step 5.  

P: Have you lost it? What is these steps that you 

keep speaking of? 

M: The steps to nirvana. *laughs* The steps that 

will lead you from a mistake to success. 

P: Now you’ve officially lost it. Success is never 

near when you’re around. You are a total jinx.  

M: Really now? Let me bring you a recap. Every 

time you fought with your friend, you were 

nicer to them the next time. Each time you 

relaxed at work, you put in more the next 

day. Every single occasion, you slipped 

up, you tried your best to do bet-

ter the next time.  

P: Not really! How 

else do you reckon 

that I lost good 

friends and great 

jobs? 

M: That’s pre-

cisely the point I 

was trying to 

make. The point 

being my stupid 

‘Steps’ that will actually 

help you in becoming better.  

At this point, I pondered over 

what he said. My mistakes have 

been the fuel to the fire in my 

life and also the fuel that fired 

me to do better. So, it was  my-

self that I should have set up an 

appointment with. 

Next appointment
Meeting All The Mistakes I Have Ever Committed

The ‘Curiouser And Curiouser’ Case Of Different Fictional Characters
Ramsha Matin 

 AIS Vas 6, XII D 

 

T
he world created by 

Lewis Carroll in Alice in 

Wonderland series is truly 

a ‘wonderland’, filled with 

uniquely interesting characters, 

but it is only when we look 

through a microscope, we realise 

that every single character in the 

book represents a mental disor-

der. Because, after all, they are 

‘entirely bonkers, but I’ll tell you 

a secret. All the best people are!’ 

 

As amazing 
as Alice 

Diagnosis: Schizophrenia 

A world where cats smiled and 

evaporated in thin air, all animals 

talked and a caterpillar smoked, 

a cake that grew your height and 

a drink that shrunk you; all these 

elements, a figment of Alice’s 

imagination, goes to prove her 

case. Alice, imagining all these 

elements in her dreams and then 

in real life, perhaps suffered from 

Schizophrenia. Defined as a dis-

order that involves a breakdown 

between thought, emotion and 

behaviour, leading to faulty per-

ception and withdrawal from re-

ality and into delusion, it comes 

pretty close to Alice’s false be-

liefs, unclear thinking and often 

imagined voices.  

“But I don’t want to go among 
mad people.” Well, it’s too late 
for that, Alice! 
 

As maddening 
as the Mad Hatter 

Diagnosis: Bipolar Disorder 

The often gloomy, often happy 

Mad Hatter went through various 

manic episodes in the book 

where his mood changed drasti-

cally within a matter of seconds, 

pointing towards a disorder in 

the same direction. From being 

completely happy and blabber-

ing, jumping from topic to topic 

and talking a mile a minute, to 

being filled with rage regarding 

Red Queen’s reign and crying his 

eyes out, the Mad Hatter show-

cased every mood present on the 

human spectrum. If only he had 

some medical help.  

“You need to be as mad as a hat-
ter, which, luckily, I am!” And we 
don’t doubt that, Mr Hatter. 

As ravishing 
as the Red Queen 

Diagnosis: Narcissistic Person-

ality Disorder 

The problem is defined as having 

exaggerated feelings of self-im-

portance, an excessive need for 

admiration and a lack of empa-

thy for others. Sadly though, the 

Red Queen embodied all these 

characteristics. Filled with arro-

gance, egotism and jealousy, she 

thought herself to be of utter im-

portance, pampering her every 

need  with best of resources. 

Prosecuting anyone who even 

thought of defying her, even in 

the smallest incidents, The Red 

Queen thought herself above and 

beyond everyone else. 

“Off with their head!” If only the 
same applied to you, Queen! 
 

As whiny 
as the White Rabbit 

Diagnosis: Generalised Anxi-

ety Disorder 

Constantly twitching, restless-

ness and agitated to name a few, 

are the symptoms of GAD. They 

are also the characteristics por-

trayed by the White Rabbit. Al-

ways hopping from one place to 

another, warily glancing at his 

clock and guiding Alice in an 

anxious tone is how he acts in the 

entire book. Unfortunately, that 

is how people suffering from the 

disorder act too.  

“The hurrier I go, the behinder I 
get.” We feel your pain! 
 

An ode to mental and behav-

ioural illnesses, this novel 

played a great role in our child-

hood, only for us to realise a 

decade later that the quirky bits 

could be symptoms. The story 

did indeed grow ‘curiouser and 

curiouser!’ only to agree with the 

Cheshire Cat’s iconic words – 

“We are all mad here!”G  T

We’re all mad here  

 
My mistakes 

have been the 
fuel to the fire in 

my life and also the 
fuel that fired me 

to do better.

Illustration: Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vas 6, XII E

Illustration: Shubhashree Rana, AIS Vas 6, XII E
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