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The two fingers held up on one hand to create a V sign
is known as the victory hand. The original intention of
the emoji was to indicate joy over a victory but it is
generally used as a sign of peace and respect.
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Emojis Removing The Need For Words
Manisha Mishra, AIS Noida, X H

I

magine it is 9 PM; you have a test tomorrow
with a huge syllabus to prepare. Suddenly, you
get a text from your friend which reads ‘Going
for a movie, wanna join?’
It’s been two days that you’ve had any proper meal
or sleep; you’ve forgotten what sunlight looks like,
and here is your friend asking you to go out for a
movie. How do you respond? Obvious as it is, no
words can describe how tired and anxious you are
at this point of time. So, the best reply is not a rant,
but a sobbing emoji with a capital ‘CAN’T’. Emojis are a saviour. And did you know they have an
entire day dedicated just to them? That’s July 17
(aka World Emoji Day) by the way! Well, if emoji
can be the Word of the Year for 2015, then a day
every year is no big deal.
Emojis are definitely the way to go, but there has
been a lot of discussion as to where? Some say
that emojis will take us back to the times when
Egyptians used hieroglyphs. On the other hand,
it is also said that they help in a better understanding of the textual communication.

An emoji for everything
So the Japanese created emoji. There have been a
lot of instances where people misunderstood a
plain text, where being sarcastic was mistaken as
being rude. What is the point of one-liners if you
have to explain them too! Now, you don’t have
to be serious all the time, just add a smiley face or
a wink and you’re good to go.

Why? Because we can
Around 3.2 billion people across
the world have access to the
internet, and 92% of

them use emoji on a regular basis. Shocking? Not
so much! Given the amount of emojis we use
daily, we wouldn’t be surprised if everyone else
was using them too. As a matter of fact, people
who are above the age of 35 find it easier to convey their messages through emojis. My mother,
for example, loves sending me different emojis
whenever I ask her about what she’s doing.

Emoji language?
They say that a picture speaks a thousand words.
Focus on words. No matter what number of emojis we come up with, we will always associate
them with words if they are trying to form a sentence. Say, if you ask someone what they’re
doing, and they reply with a car emoji and a
girl/boy emoji, it gets very apparent that they’re
travelling. Hence, it is impossible for emojis to
become a language, mostly because they lack
grammar. So no, emojis are not going to take over
the world.

Long live emoji!
Emojis are here to stay and that’s for sure. They
have helped improve our texts at both ends.
They are at our rescue when we don’t have the
right words (or don’t really feel like looking for
them). When we get a text in the middle of the
night and we’re just squinting our eyelids at the
phone, the best way out is to click that little
‘thumbs-up’ button at the bottom of the keyboard and go back to being the incompetent lazy
selves that we are. If emojis have made us sluggish, they have also assisted our plain, boring
texts with life-like virtual expressions and made
them more fun. For all that they
do, I think they do deserve a day
of the year. G T
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We share a special bond with our country and it resonates in every year, every
month, and every day that we live. From hitting the snooze button 10 times to
heating the water on gas when the geyser won’t work; from running to catch the bus
so you aren’t extra late to arriving 30 minutes late everywhere nonetheless; from not
being able to survive without a cup of kadak chai to trying to squeeze into the metro
that is already brimming with people; our Indian-ness splashes and splatters on
everything we do. So, this Independence day, capture the average day in the life of
an Indian and show us the things we all know we do every day and know by heart.
All photographs should be •High resolution (1 MB or more) • Attached as JPEG file • Original/unedited pics • Photographs taken using
cellphones will not be considered • Mention/rename the picture with your name, class and school • Give a caption to the picture. • You can
submit your entries to your school GT coordinator or mail them at cameracapers@theglobaltimes.in

I’ve a confession
Vanya Verma, AIS PV, V

O

ur vacations were due
in the next
two days.
My friends and I
could not stop
beaming with
joy. In the madness of excitement, we
ended up scrawling
the names of places
we planned to visit
during the vacations on the top

Own your mistakes
of our desks.
Just then, as bad luck would
have it, a teacher was on the
round to check the furniture
for any repairs, before the
school shut down. She
was furious with all the
scribbling. When reprimanded, I mumbled that it
was my friend Rohan’s fault.
Rohan was absent that day.
The teacher summoned
Rohan the next day. She
scolded Rohan, who was ab-

solutely clueless about the
whole thing, and he ended up
crying
inconsolably.
Of
course, there was the embarrassment of being scolded in
front of the entire class.
I realised I had made a huge
mistake so I stood up and confessed to scribbling on the
table. The teacher was angry,
but let me go on grounds of my
honesty. I swore that I would
never even think of doing such
a thing in the future.G T

GT Travels to Dharamshala

Shaurya Singh, AIS PV KG E, poses with his copy of The Global Times inside the picturesque
Dharamshala stadium, formally known as the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium.
It is located 1.457 meters above the sea level, making it the highest cricket stadium in the world.
Got some clicks with GT while on the go? Get them featured!
Send them to us at gttravels@theglobaltimes.in

