
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2018 www.theglobaltimes.in

THE GL   BAL TIMES

Delgiwala’s love story

To vote, log on to 
www.theglobaltimes.in

Is CBSE’s decision to remove

English communicative from

Class IX, good for students?

a) Yes b) No 

c) Can’t say

INSIDE

A career cuisine, P3

Food for brain, P4 

Noise next door, P5

Life Spa(w)n, P6

The lost secret, P7

AIS MV

This special edition has been

brought to you by AIS Mayur

Vihar as a part of the GT

Making A Newspaper Contest.

The inter-Amity newspaper

making competition witnesses

each branch of Amity across

Delhi/NCR churning out its

own ‘Contest Edition’. The

eight special editions are pitted

against one another at the end of

the year, which decides the

winner at GT Awards. So, here’s

presenting the sixth entry of

‘GT Making a Newspaper

Contest 2017-18’. 

Nandini Sukhija, & 

Mudit Aggarwal, AIS MV, XII

E
ver since the dawn of mankind,

we’ve heard them say ‘every drop

counts’, and now we stand at ‘Day

Zero, counting every drop. With Cape

Town nearing Day Zero, when all of the

city’s taps run dry, the countdown to hu-

manity’s dusk has begun. Of course, there

was an entire day between the dawn and

dusk. Unfortunately, it was a day wasted.

Before 2000 
Moderate water shortage was first felt

around the 1800s. However, the problem

found its share of spotlight only in

the 20th century, when 2% of the

world’s population was re-

ported to be living in chronic

water shortage affected areas.

By the 1960s, chronic water

shortage stricken popula-

tion increased to 9%. 

This was the beginning of a

dry doom; one that was pro-

nounced, as the world latched on

to crutches of industrial revolution.

These revolutions flanked by growth, hit

the world’s water resources hard. The av-

erage annual water usage, now roughly

equalled the water usage of past ten years. 

The irresponsible attitude towards water
escaped everyone’s notice, and so did the
time to save this precious liquid. 

2000-2005
With the onset of a new millennium, water

scarcity hit a new low, with 82% of the

population (4.9 bn) facing some

kind of water shortage. Out of

them, 1.1 billion were living in

areas of acute water shortage.

38% of the world’s population

did not have access to clean

drinking water.

Yet, we continued to spill. An

average American used 10 times

more water than what would

have been considered ‘ample’. Mankind

progressed, ushering in revolutions, cut-

ting trees, resulting in the inability of

water table to recharge itself.  

All this was happening, yet
(in)humanity looked
on….

2005-2010
Things looked gloomy or rather dry for

the next period as 2.5 billion

people didn’t witness any

improvement in

their water

scarcity situa-

tion. 91% people in South Asia experi-

enced water shortage. The world was al-

most struck by a hosepipe when it was

discovered that the water quality of even

developed countries, the likes of France,

didn’t keep up with the UN quality index. 

Another step down the ladder, this time

pulled down by many more mouths to

quench. Population boom caused more

stress to water resources than climate

change had caused for the past 100 years. 

The problems spread like fire, but we did-
n’t have enough water to extinguish it.

2010-2015
Due to over-exploitation of

the already stressed water

resources, the situation de-

teriorated in the new

decade. According to

WHO, 29% of the world’s

population was dependent on

an “impaired” water resource.

The number of people living

without clean drinking water

reached an all-time high of 844 mn.

We went from bad to worse. All the

world’s industries combined wasted more

water than what exists on Earth. 

The concerns escalated; if only the efforts
matched the rise. 

2015-Present 
1/9th of the world’s population lives with-

out access to clean drinking water. Areas

like Africa have it even worse, where 1/3rd

of its total population now lives in ex-

tremely water stressed areas.

But we did not learn. The ground-

water consumption of India is

more than USA and China

combined. Even now an

American household alone

wastes 1 trillion gallons of

water annually.

Water has been touted as
the reason for third world
war. Humans are foolish to
make it come true. G  T

Count to the countdown
With Dry Days Lurking Ahead, The Countdown Has Begun

Sarah Susan Varkey, AIS MV, XI G

M
ayank Austen Soofi, Delhi’s best

known guide, a one man ency-

clopedia of the city, is a name to

reckon with. Also known as ‘The Delhi-

wala’, he is the man who introduced us to

a different Delhi, a Delhi we often ignore,

or don’t care for. An acclaimed writer, a

popular blogger, a journalist, a photogra-

pher; he shares his love story with GT in

an exclusive interview. 

His love, called reading
Reading is my first love. I have been an ar-

dent reader even as a child. I am a lover of

books. I cannot live without reading the

works of Jane Austen, Marcel Proust,

Shakespeare and Arundhati Roy; they are

people I really admire. 

His love, called writing
For me, writing came as a logical pro-

gression from reading. Writing for me is

an art that helps you see the world

through words.  It is my love for words

that makes me revel in the beauty of read-

ing and writing.

I’ve always been a writer. I was always

fond of writing my diary, my journals, and

the fondness kept growing over the years.

It is, however, not easy being a writer. I

still get anxious before starting a new

piece, a blog or an article and I am always

tensed about the first line. 

Everything else that I do is just an exten-

sion of my basic love for words. Whenever

I come across something that captures my

fancy, I first imagine it as being woven into

the words and then I capture those visuals

into my lens.

His love, called Delhi
Delhi is a very vibrant city, rich and var-

ied. Delhi is not the same as Mumbai or

Kolkata; it’s a very old city with multiple

layers of the past and present living to-

gether. This is what makes Delhi so fasci-

nating. I’ve been living in Delhi for more

than ten years now and writing about it.

I’ve written two books. One is a set of the

Delhiwala guidebooks. They’re about the

city’s monuments, its food, hangout joints

and people. My other book ‘Nobody Can

Love You More’ captures the lives of pros-

titutes and their children in city’s notorious

red light district of GB road.

His love, called 
exploration

For me, every day is interesting. Each day I

consider myself lucky enough to have met so

many different people and captured a variety

of scape. That’s something which makes me

venture out again and search for more inter-

esting stuff out there to explore. To get inti-

mate with myself, I must get intimate with

the world around me. And I do that by de-

scribing and understanding the people and

places around me. I see beautiful cityscapes

while walking down the street and click hun-

dreds of photographs daily. I always imagine

myself as a traveller in the city.

Find your love
Read, and read a lot because when you are

reading, you travel the entire world sitting

in the comfort of your home. Reading is

the only activity where you do not spend

time, rather gain it. So read more and you

will fall in love with the beauty of words. 

Delhiwala’s love story 
Mayank Austen Soofi - Man And His Many Loves
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