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Pakhi Dutta Roy, AIS MV, XII G

14
years have passed, since I first

stepped into the war zone.

Exams are no less than battle-

grounds for me; of quests- the question

paper, the sword- the pen, and the enemies

or you could say ‘military alliances’- the

cheaters. These are the people who peek

into your papers for answers they should

know, or call you out in the middle of this

stressful situation with winks you’re sup-

posed to heed to, or you are an outcast.

And so I am. I am a non-cheater among

cheaters in this marks-seeking race. The

following are the types I have come to ob-

serve and sometimes come face to face.

The Cheating-Buddies
In these years, I have seen many a friend-

ships bloom in front of my eyes. These are

the people who become partners in crime

(quite literally) when giving the exam.

The foundation of their friendship is cheat-

ing, but ‘A friend in need is a friend in-

deed’. On several occasions, I came out

friendless (resentful friends naming you

high-morality stuck up) from the hall as I

don’t believe in helping others this way.

And, it does not bother me because true

friends never ask you to do wrong things.

The Adventurers
Genius strategists is what they are known

as. And you may ask why? Hand gestures,

eye movements and carefully coded whis-

pers, they can crack anything. Thinking of

elaborate plans of getting out of the class

and reaching the washroom at exactly 11

am,  and going through such risky meas-

ures to just get the answer to Question 1,

Part a. But one question haunts me a bit.

Why not take it easy and read the course? 

The Copy Cats
Now these are the people I don’t really re-

spect in the cheating community. They

don’t go out of their way to get the an-

swer; they just sneak in the book and write

away. How perfect can you be? Putting

the exact same paragraph from the book

onto the paper (sometimes reading the

chapter for the first time). Or some of

them could get small little ‘chits’ hid-

den in their pouches, or up their

sleeves, or somewhere in their

skirts or in their pens, erasers,

glue-sticks, you name it. Their

heroism in ignoring the threats

of the teacher to-clear-the-desk-be-

fore-exam-time-begins-or-else

there’s no harm in learning few lines

in order to play safe. 

The Peekers
They could be sitting right next

to you, and be cheating every

word of your answer and

you wouldn’t even know

it. And when you fi-

nally realise what

they are doing

and cover your

sheet with something, they have already

moved on to the next one (guy sitting

ahead, the girl sitting behind or sideways)

or changed their strategy. They are really

masters at what they do. And you don’t re-

ally have much choice in it either.

And dear readers, these are the key players

of the community. I will never be able to

be one of them. Nor will I advise you

to be. I will read the material and

somehow pass. Even if it is bor-

ing and straight. Remember,

honest and real learning

goes a long way.G  T

Learning Curve

Cheat code decoded

A bag contains 6 red and 3

white balls. 4 balls are

drawn out one by one and

not replaced. 

What is the probability that

they are alternately of

different colours? 

(a) 7/42

(b) 3/42

(c) 5/42

(d) none of these
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When Others Are Looking At Your Answers, And You’re Looking At...

When Food Reacts With Science, You Can Smell The Aroma Of Different Careers

A Career cuisine
Mridu Pant, AIS MV, X D

W
hat do you get when

you mix food and sci-

ence with a dash of

quirk? A career stew, Master

Chef style! To those who think of

science and food as chalk and

cheese, the following career op-

portunities prove that they are a

match made in heaven. 

Cereal scientist
The basics: As you gobble up

that cereal in the morning trying

to rush to catch your bus, has it

ever occurred to you that there is

someone who checks and tastes

every single morsel of this cereal

so that you enjoy the perfect

crunch? That someone is called a

cereal scientist. Cereal scientists

study the composition, structure

and properties of cereals and the

reactions or transformations they

undergo when processed.

Pre-requisites: A cereal

chemist should have advanced

knowledge in areas like food pro-

cessing, engineering, microbiol-

ogy, biochemistry and nutrition.

Laboratory experiences are par-

ticularly valuable. To pursue this

career, you need two-year techni-

cal degree, four-year Bachelor of

Science degree, or postgraduate

degree (MS) or a PhD.

Study at: Michigan State Uni-

versity and MIT College of Food

Technology

Money matters: The average

salary offered is 65,62,006 INR

per annum. That’s quite a lot for

simply eating cereal!

Flavourist
The basics: Flavour chemists

create new flavours, by examin-

ing the role each component of

food plays in contributing to the

taste of any food item. They  are

the ones who tell you whether or

not chocolates and oranges go

together. Usually, they work in

food, beverage, pharmaceutical,

cosmetic and pet industries. Yes,

they are the people who gave

your favourite cookies n crème

ice-cream its perfect creamy and

crunchy flavour. 

Pre-requisites: As the name

goes, an extensive knowledge of

flavours is a must. Other than

that, one must have a strong

hold in chemistry. Many

flavourists thus hold a bachelor’s

degree in chemistry to under-

stand the intricacies of the for-

mation of flavours. 

Study at: St Stephen’s College

and Purdue College of Science

Money matters: The average

salary offered is 49,73,307 INR

per annum.

Sensory evaluator
The basics: Sensory evaluation

experts or sensory scientists

evaluate a food product holisti-

cally. They define and analyse

the five senses of a food / bever-

age - sight, hear, smell, taste and

touch.

Pre-requisites: Since sensory

experts are required to analyse

various facets of a food product

that determine its overall experi-

ence, knowledge in various areas

of science becomes mandatory.

They need a bachelor’s degree in

chemistry / biology / biochem-

istry / food science and also a

master’s in any of those fields.

Good communication, data

analysis and observation skills

are also important pre-requisites. 

Study at: St Xavier’s College,

Mumbai and Miranda House,

Delhi University

Money matters: The average

salary of a sensory scientist is

40,96,942 INR per annum.

Molecular gastronomist
The basics: Liquid nitrogen daz-

zling over mocktails, jelly like

structures that explode in your

mouth…all of these are the prod-

uct of the genius of molecular

gastronomists. Investigating the

physical and chemical transfor-

mation of ingredients that occur

during cooking, they perfect the

three components of cooking:

social, artistic and technical, to

make modern dishes and

cuisines.

Pre-requisites: A good knowl-

edge of food and flavours is a

must. Since this field revolves

primarily around use of chem-

istry to enhance the experience

of consumption; education in

the said field is important. A de-

gree in applied chemistry in the

field of gastronomy is a suitable

alternative. Molecular gastron-

omy can also be used by chefs. 

Study at: University of Valen-

cia, Spain and Indian Institute of

Chemical Technology, 

Hyderabad

Money matters: Average salary

of a molecular gastronomist is

32,52,525 INR per annum.

These jobs might sound a bit

boring, but hey, at least you get

to eat lots of food! So, pick up

one and eat while you earn.G  T

Illustration: Tanisha Pruthi, AIS MV, XI G

Graphic: Aryaman Jain, AIS MV, XI G

Pic: Archisha Arora, AIS MV, XI G | 

Model: Pihu Kalra, AIS MV, XI D

Send your answers to The Global Times, 
E-26, Defence Colony, New Delhi - 24  or e-mail

your answer at  brainleaks@theglobaltimes.in


