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5U, Me Aur Hum Whose life is it anyway?

Why Buy A Game, When You Can Forget About It! 

Aashraye Agarwal 

 AIS Gur 43, XII C 

 

A
s a boy in class XI 

with the pressure of 

exams and strug-

gling in academics, there 

came an entirely different 

kind of struggle I had to put 

up with, the struggle of buy-

ing a new game. Like every 

struggle, this one too has its 

own crests and troughs. 

Here’s how it panned out.  

 

LV1 THE CHOICE 
Choosing the right game 

might seem like one of the 

thousand decisions one has 

to make in their lifetime; but 

it is the one. In fact, it is no 

less than choosing a life part-

ner – so many to choose 

from, yet only one who can 

make the cut. I had a myriad 

of things to consider - the 

budget, genres, the games I 

played with my friends to so-

liciting advice of the ‘Game 

expert’ friend. The enigma 

finally breaks and I zero in 

on a game. 

 

LV2 THE ASK 

While I was so caught up in 

deciding what game to buy, I 

completely forgot about the 

actual boss fight coming my 

way – convincing my folks. 

But then history has it that 

love is known to give courage 

to even the worst of cow-

ardice. The love for my 

favourite game cast a similar 

spell on me. With all the 

courage I could muster, I 

popped the big question to 

my parents at the dinner 

table. The environment sud-

denly turned from 

warm to cold and 

hostile. After a very long and 

dramatic pause all I got from 

my dad was a very uncon-

vincing “Dekhte hain”. 

 

LV3 THE DEAL 
Pushing my luck to the edge, 

I raised the question again 

the next day. And there it 

was. A deal was served to me 

beautifully with words seem-

ing like watercress around it. 

80 percent marks in the 

finals and the game would be 

mine. Now, some people 

think that 80 percent is not a 

big deal but for a person like 

me, well…  

LV4 THE GRIND 
With much hate and struggle 

I finally decided to start 

studying and become one of 

the ‘front benchers’. For a 

guy who just didn’t focus the 

entire year because he was 

busy doing nothing, to finally 

start studying was the biggest 

challenge. Whenever I got 

caught by mom or dad sitting 

idle, taunts would follow and 

if mom was feeling particu-

larly witty a ‘kiss your game 

goodbye’ would come my 

way. After studying to the 

best of my abilities my finals 

did come and went by rather 

quickly. I did feel somewhat 

proud of myself because I 

had given it my best shot.  

 

LV5 THE FIGHT 
My report card read 82 per-

cent. So, with a smirk on my 

face I went up to my parents 

and this time not with a re-

quest but a demand. All my 

sass was drained the moment 

my mom said, “Well your 

birthday is not that far away, 

you know!” I realised I had 

been conned. But at the end 

of the day, I graduated from 

a back bencher to a straight 

A student and I think that’s 

really cool too.  

Making the deal

Ahira Mendiratta  
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A
sk me if I am a 

‘Complan girl’ one 

more time and I 

can promise the outcome 

won’t be positive. I’m not 

saying that being tall does 

not have its own perks. I 

mean, you can literally 

touch new heights! But in 

all honesty, we the ‘long’ 

ones often end up getting 

the ‘short’ end of the stick. 

Read on if you think life is 

good on the top floor. 

Small man vehicles: Are 

you comfortable traveling 

in cars and buses? Well, 

we are not. It’s a whole 

new task to fit into those 

seats with non-existent leg 

space. And then to sit 

through a 45 minute ride, 

awkwardly holding your 

legs together with every-

one watching? Godspeed 

to you, mate! 

Human selfie stick: It’s fun 

getting clicked with your 

friends. But is it really fun if 

you always have to stand in 

the front, while everybody 

behind adjusts themselves 

into their best profiles and 

every single group picture 

features a close-up of your 

face? Sadly, a taller you 

translates to longer arms. 

King size or queen size? 

The biggest decision you 

make every day is choos-

ing between covering the 

head or the legs with the 

blanket while sleeping. 

After giving it a lot of 

thought, I understood that 

I had to cover my upper 

body for comfort and I had 

to cover my legs for the 

same reason. Duh! So, you 

have to resort to two blan-

kets and sleepless nights 

for the rest of eternity. 

Dwarf clothing: The 

nightmare of buying new 

pair of jeans and then the 

utopia of finding a pair 

long enough, it’s a level up 

from normal shopping that 

short people indulge in. 

Basketball? No, thanks! 

Because great height does 

not come with great bas-

ketball skills. For all your 

assumptions, most of us 

can’t even handle the ball 

let alone dribble it. Call us 

dramatists if you will! 

 

At the end of the day, it is 

still us you come running 

to when you can’t reach the 

jar on the top shelf. Maybe, 

I was right, it is a sad life!

The ‘tall’ and ‘short’ of it
Just Remember, All Your Friends Look Up To You

The plot: The animal populace 

is brimming with rebellion as 

their Manor Farm is facing 

neglect at the hands of the irre-

sponsible farmer, Mr Jones. 

The day finally arrives and two 

young pigs Snowball and 

Napoleon overthrow him by 

assuming command and re-

naming the property ‘Animal 

Farm’. Gradually pigs elevate 

themselves to the position of 

leaders and plan to modernise 

it by building a windmill.  

What I think: The book por-

trays Russian Revolution in the 

cast of animal population. Or-

well has very smartly induced 

the technique of dramatic irony 

in the scenes where the reader 

knows more than the charac-

ters, to give the audience a 

sense of authority. The writer 

draws on traditional fairy tales 

and fables in the novel. The al-

legorical element, on the other 

hand, makes the adult audience 

ponder over the socio-political 

scenario. While the plotline 

mostly focuses on the demons 

that linger within humans as 

laziness, cruelty, greed, jeal-

ousy and more; it also shows 

humankind, both at its best and 

worst. The book serves as a 

warning from history and 

ought to be on everyone’s 

‘Must read’ list. 

Memorable excerpts: “All 

animals are equal, but some  

animals are more equal than 

others.”
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