
Fiery facts12
Sakurajima, in Japan, has been erupting
almost constantly since 1955.
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The COVID-19 pan-
demic has caused
unimaginable ob-

stacles, but it has also
given us the gift of time.
It has given us time to
take a breath and redirect

focus onto our-
selves, on our mental as well as

physical well-being. Whether it
is in the form of yoga, medita-
tion, pranic healing or immunity
boosters, we have all delved
deep into our spiritual selves and
stepped into the Indian treasure

of holistic healing. Perhaps, more
so for Vinay Shrivastav, a young

librarian from AIS Gwalior whose
soul-searching resulted in an inim-
itable achievement. 
Inspired by the mythological epic
Ramayana being aired by Doordar-
shan during lockdown and armed
with thoughtful research, Vinay cre-
ated the ‘smallest’ Ramayana. The
pocket-sized book consists of 94
pages, is 4.7 cm in length, 4.0 cm
wide and weighs 16 grams. It is il-
lustrative and written in Hindi.
Also, despite being written in a tiny
font size, it is readable without hav-
ing to use a magnifying glass. For
this unique feat, Vinay has been
conferred with a medal and a cer-
tificate by India Book of Records,
registered with Government of
India. Read on as we trace the re-
creation of the epic Ramayana in
this small-format.

The inspiration
During lockdown, Doordarshan
was re-telecasting the serial Ra-
mayana, and just like everyone else,
I watched it too. However, the idea
of creating the smallest Ramayana
was not an instant one. I was ex-
ploring various creative ideas. And
it was almost an epiphany that I
should create and present it in a
rather unique format. 

The journey 
I browsed the internet for more
books and images on Ramayana,
and then translated the material I
had chosen in simple Hindi. I de-
signed the book myself and later on,
took printouts of it all, being ex-
tremely meticulous with the cutting
and binding of the pages, too. 

The challenges
The biggest challenge was to ac-
quire the required material. It was
complete lockdown and markets
were shut. So, I decided to use what
I had with me. Whether it was
paper, binding glue, thread or hard
bound sheet for binding, I used ei-
ther recycled material or revived
old material. The second challenge
was to use a font that was micro, yet
readable. I experimented over and
over again till I arrived at making
just the apt font. I designed the
book’s cover page and bound it
manually without using any ma-
chine. So, it is handmade.

The ideals
Ramayana is an intriguing tale of
love, commitment, responsibility
and dedication towards one’s fam-
ily, society, nation and the world.
On the other hand, it is also the
story of how a person’s ego and
greed can lead to his destruction.
Every character in Ramayana
teaches us something but Ram’s
personality is a fountainhead of
learning. The quality I admire in
him the most is that he followed his
dharma with diligence and kind-
ness. Then, there is Laxman, Ram’s
younger brother, and also Hanu-
man, Ram’s faithful companion.
Well, who else can teach us quali-
ties of unwavering loyalty and
friendship better than these two? 

The big message
If you have an idea, follow it with
concentration and perseverance.
You can succeed in whatever you
wish to achieve, if you have faith in
yourself and your idea. For in-
stance, I never thought I could do
anything like this in my life. The
Ramayana teaches us that whatever
the situation, the path of honesty
and truth must be taken and we, in
our lifetime, should try to imbibe
such teachings as much as we can. 

Pocket-sized Pictorial Ramayana Packs A Big Punch

Ananya Grover, AIS Noida, Alumna

In the mundane monotony of daily ex-
istence, few theories capture our at-
tention. While some of us choose to

dismiss all mysteries as hype and scoff at
anything that lies beyond logical expla-
nation, there are some tales – of people,
places, and events – that leave the best,
most rational of us, confounded. 

The Tank Man
On June 5, 1989, during the Tiananmen
Square protests against the Chinese Com-
munist Party, an unidentified man, in a
commendable show of bravery, repeat-
edly maneuvered in front of a column of
military tanks to obstruct their path.
Christened Tank Man, this unknown pro-
tester and unsung hero was seen on tape
worldwide– yet to this day, there is no
concrete information about his identity or
fate. The story of what happened to the
tank crew also remains unknown.

Oakville downpour
In Oakville, Washington, on August 7,
1994, the residents were showered with
tiny gelatinous blobs that contained two
species of bacteria, out of which one is
generally found in the human digestive
system, and human white blood cells.
With this mysterious rain came a lot of
diseases. Many locals started to develop
flu-like symptoms and quite a few ani-
mals died when came in direct contact
with this substance. While it is true that
the blobs rained for six days over a period
of three weeks, the story is murky with
various retellings - while some say that it
could have been be a government exper-
iment on some biological weapon, others
claim to have noticed military aircrafts
conducting operations over the town. 

Dema don’t control us
Conspiracy theories are all around us,
from alleged fake celebrity deaths to
functioning Illuminati to fake Moon

landings, there is nothing that we haven’t
poked. The most recent ones revolving
around Twenty-One Pilots (TOP) and
their album Trench. While TOP has al-
ways been a little secretive, their album
Trench created an entire universe of its
own. They are so involved with the story
that when Josh Dun went to receive their
Most Dedicated Fanbase Award, he said,
“Tyler wishes he could be here, but he’s
actually severing ties with Dema.” Where
is Dema? Who are the bishops? Will
Clancy escape? Nobody knows!

Lincoln-Kennedy match
The most famous of them all has to be
this. Several historians and thousands of
laymen have failed to explain the striking
coincidence between both the US presi-
dents lives and their deaths. Countless
websites and forums are running pages
after their deaths, dedicated to solving
this puzzle. Both were shot on a Friday
and in the head; both were elected exactly

a century apart (1846 and 1946); both
were concerned with civil rights and both
were succeeded by Southerners named
Johnson. If this isn’t spooky, we don’t
know what is!

Whether you are amazed by the seem-
ingly impossible or convinced by con-
spiracy theories, the choice is yours. But
the irrepressible appeal of the unknown
and unusual? Well, that’s undeniable. G T

Variety

THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2021

No small feat!

Shrouded in mystery
Conspiracy Theory Or No Theory At All, The Choice Is Completely Yours To Make

The
prompt
B  X

Writing is an art and there’s no better platform to exercise it than
your own beloved GT! Just to unleash the writer in you, GT brings
to you a new column ‘The prompt box’ where a topic will be shared.
Tell us your views on the given topic in 100-150 words. Send in
your write-ups to the Editor-in-Chief/GT Teacher Coordinator of
your school, and the best ones will be published in the newspaper,
so grab your laptops and get typing… 

In an era of 
global protests, do
you think protests
offer real time so-
lutions to existing
problems or cause
inconvenience to

the public?

Last date of submission: February 20, 2021

Dream: To write a book in Hindi

Hobbies: Writing, playing cricket,

reading books, making art and
craft, and cooking

Vinay Shrivastav

Pocket-sized Ramayana


