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Mosaic

Arushi Gupta
AIS Noida, IX G

Itwas a full moon, shining in the op-ulent presence of the translucent
night sky. The night seemed to glit-

ter with lively and twinkling stars. A
dark and brooding house stood weakly
next to a lively tropical forest and a
young girl stood in front of it. Her legs
shook as she crept inside. The air was a
bit dusty, the house in ruins, yet she felt
like she had finally come to a whole
sanctuary of her own nostalgic memo-
ries. The moon’s rays peeked inside the
window and the humid night air gently
swept through the open door. She looked
through the murky window and watched
the buzzing fireflies in awe.
Dawn slowly crept through, like a steady
panther stalking its prey, and the fireflies
started to return to their homes. Amidst
all those breathtaking flies, there was a

tiny one on the window sill where she
stood. It was isolated from the others,
wallowing in loneliness and self pity.
She offered her hand to the little lone
firefly, the one that seemed to be slowly
falling into a deep pit of abyss. It quickly
stepped on her finger and gazed at her
with its eyes full of innocent wonder.
She held its wings between her index
finger and thumb, and she could feel the
buzzing of its wings as it attempted to
fly. She brought it a little closer and took
note of each and every little detail of its

body - every curve, every vivid colour
and the soft glow of light. She looked at
it and wished that she would never have
to let go of this regal creature but she re-
alised that someday, we all have to let go
and move on; so, she tenderly pried her
fingers apart.
Darkness was replaced by the fast ap-
proaching rays of inexorable dawn. The
moon was replaced by the joyous sun
which shone with a new life. The twin-
kling stars morphed into a blue canvas
full of puffy white spots that progres-
sively moved with time. The firefly
stood still for a fleeting second - a sec-
ond so haunting and extraordinary -
then, its wings buzzed to life and it flew
away, joining its companions on the path
of life. She watched it for a moment and
smiled as she walked away from the
house, leaving behind haunting memo-
ries, and walked to a fresh start and a
new beginning.G T
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The little firefly
Storywala

Rosalia, AIS Pushp Vihar, IX D

Ingredients
For cake:
Eggs..................................................2
Sugar ....................................1 ½ cups
Red colour ..............................2 drops
Refined flour (maida) ..........2 ½ cups
Butter (unsalted)......................120gm
Buttermilk..................................1 cup
Vanilla extract ............................1 tsp
Baking soda ................................1 tsp
Vinegar........................................1 tsp
Salt ..............................................1 tsp
Cocoa powder ............................1 tsp

For frosting:
Whole wheat flour.................... 2 tbsp
Milk............................................1 cup
Butter (unsalted) ........................1 cup
Icing sugar..................................1 cup
Vanilla extract..............................1 tsp

Method
For cake:
� In a bowl, whisk together the eggs
and sugar.

� In a separate bowl, mix together the

cocoa powder and food colouring
and add it to the egg mixture.

� Sift the flour and salt together.
� Add the buttermilk to the flour and
salt mixture in 3 shifts, mixing it
well each time.

� Combine the two batters and mix
them well.

� In a separate bowl, take vanilla ex-
tract, baking soda and vinegar. Stir
well and add the bubbling mixture
to the flour batter immediately.

� Pour the batter into 2 greased cake
tins, so as to have 2 bases.

� Bake for 30 minutes or until an in-
serted cake tester comes out clean.

� Let the cakes cool on a rack before
taking them out from the tins.

For frosting:
� Over medium heat, cook the flour
and milk stirring continuously until
thickened. Let it cool.

� Cream together the butter, sugar
and vanilla until light and fluffy.

� Beat in the flour mixture.
� Spread frosting on each cake, layer
one on top of the other and serve!

Red velvet cake

She offered her hand to
the little lone firefly, the
one that seemed to be

slowly falling into a deep
pit of abyss.

MIGHTY PEN
Unjumble the words to find out the ‘authors’

Answers:1.Shakespeare2.CharlesDickens3.JaneAusten4.CharlotteBronte
5.OscarWilde6.AgathaChristie7.JosephConrad

Brush ‘n’ Easel

WORDS VERSE

Soumya Sharma AIS Noida, IX D

When I looked at the sunset
I felt it was going to end
When I looked at the sunset
I felt the never ending dread.

When I looked at the moon
I saw darkness emerging
When I looked at the moon
I saw despair descending.

When I looked at the sunrise
I saw hope opening its arms
When I looked at the sunrise
I saw light diminishing the dark.

For stars collapse every night
They are born again to show light
Don’t ever think you’re small
Don’t ever fear anything at all
Because, you, my dear
Contain an entire universe.

Anoushka Chakrapani
AIS Saket, X A

As the days flew by
Something inside her started to die
She felt empty, she felt bare
Her body arose with despair.
‘What have I done?’ she asked herself
‘My words as cold as ice
made them obliterate themselves...
Am I so shallow and superficial?

Am I so prejudicial?’
She was soon consumed by sorrow
Hoping that society
would forgive her tomorrow
Free her from the guilt that chained her
To regain perspective in life
that now became blurred
But society isn’t as kind as it seems
They won’t forgive her
and her ‘wicked’ schemes
She knew death was inevitable today
Her body would be laid allay
Staring the world unseeing
Society afraid of her being.G T G T

Starry hopes Society
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My favourite animal is lion. I like it because
it is the king of the jungle! It is a huge
animal and I like the hair on its neck.
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