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School Lounge
Honeybees can flap their wings
200 times every second.

AERC

E
ntrepreneurship is a personal challenge

and a great opportunity to implement

your own creative ideas while also cre-

ating jobs and doing something for the

common good. It is with objective in mind, that 

Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, Chairperson, Amity

group of Schools and RBEF, announced an amaz-

ing International competition called- Future Young

Entrepreneurs (FYE) for school students to show-

case their talent and ingenuity. The competition,

introduced under the aegis of Amity Educational

Resource Centre (AERC), was held in association

with Goethe Institut and co-funded by the Eras-

mus+ Programme of the European Union. The ob-

jective of the competition was to promote and train

qualified newcomers with an entrepreneurial spirit,

help young people during the process of vocational

orientation while providing them with an insight

into vocational, economic and social structures.

The project was meant for one school, but Chair-

person wanted all Amitians to benefit from it;

hence special permission was taken from EU to 

introduce the project in 10 Amity Schools in

Delhi/NCR. Thus, a total of 50 students were 

mentored and 10 projects were made and presented

at the inter Amity level of the programme on 

December 10, 2015.

The award
Manan Rai, Ansh Aggarwal, Nikhil Kalia, Medha

Mathur & Yash Gupta, a team of five Class XII stu-

dents from AIS Pushp Vihar bagged the first prize

at the Global Round of The Future Young Entre-

preneurs (FYE) Project at Berlin.

The winning project
The winning team presented their start-up business

model titled ‘Peekabook’ that facilitates the pur-

chase of second hand books between the customer

and the retailer online. ‘Peekabook’ makes all this

easy by partnering with second hand book retailers

all over Delhi which provide quality books at an af-

fordable price (more than 50% discount). The

books are then uploaded on the ‘Peekabook’ web-

site from where the customer can buy them. 

The rationale behind this start up idea was to re-

duce the travel time of the customer from shop to

shop hunting for the book they want to purchase,

thus saving a lot of time and effort. Secondly,

since the books are second hand, they are readily

available at the best possible lowest cost, thus

making them more affordable. Thirdly, since the

idea is also environment friendly, as it promotes

recycling and reusing old books, they end up sav-

ing one tree for every 114 books sold. 

The enterprising team has major plans up their

sleeves when it comes to scaling their project. They

plan to pitch it all over the country with special em-

phasis on Pune (a university hub) and Kota (a high

school hub), besides selling it to countries like

Bangladesh which have an education pattern simi-

lar to ours. German company ‘Door to door’ is pro-

viding them digital support. Also, Peter Ustinov

Foundation (Germany) has offered to support the

project all the way.  

The journey
The year-long programme that commenced in

March 2015, was divided into two phases. 

Phase 1: National Round

The first phase saw the team being trained on the

necessary know how in developing ideas (design

thinking), writing business plans, inter-cultural

communication in business and presentation tech-

niques (pitching) during workshops on ‘Brain-

storming on ideas’, ‘Inter cultural communication’,

‘Diversity’, ‘Pitching’, ‘An ideal business presen-

tation’, ‘Developing a business idea’, ‘Govt support

to Entrepreneurs’, ‘Building a business plan’ by re-

source persons from the e-commerce industry, start

ups and govt.  They also underwent an online sim-

ulation by the Goethe Institut. Partner companies

acted as mentors for the team, facilitating the de-

velopment of their business plans. While Medha,

Ansh and Nikhil interned with an online book store

which helped them learn the nuances of the online

book industry, Yash did his internship at an inter-

national publishing house. Manan attended MIT

Launch Summer programme at Massachusetts In-

stitute of Technology, US where he got the oppor-

tunity to learn from renowned personalities from

the US economy. Both the teams were regularly

mentored by Amity too. AERC coordinated with

NIESBUD, start-ups like Snapdeal,

Findyahan.com, etc and top CEO’s for mentoring

the children, besides advising them as jury mem-

bers. Equipped with the right knowledge and after

days of hard work, team AIS PV developed their

project ‘Peekabook: an e-commerce firm’ and

bagged the first position in the national round, win-

ning a ticket to Berlin. 

Phase 2: International Round

As part of the second phase, Team AIS PV and

Team AIS Gur 46 who qualified the first phase, vis-

ited Germany from September 11-16, 2015, and got

the opportunity to attend a workshop organized by

Goethe Institut and European Union, and present

their business plan. The competition saw Amitians

compete with 210 students from 13 other teams

from Indonesia, Malawi, Netherlands, Romania,

Vietnam, Germany and India. All the finalist teams

presented their final two-minute pitch to an es-

teemed jury comprising young entrepreneurs and

successful representatives from the world of start-

ups. Team AIS PV stood first winning the presti-

gious title of The Best Future Young Entrepreneurs

for 2016. One of the faculty advisors, Hans-Peter

Bethge, Het Stedelijk Lyceum from Kottenpark,

Netherlands sent in his congratulatory message, “I

was impressed by the passion, punctuality, kind-

ness, ambition and eloquence of the students. They

all did a great job and winning the FYE-price was

well deserved. Congratulations again!” 

This is not the end. The project, meant for the pe-

riod March 2015-February 2017, will continue to

be developed and refined by the team with Euro-

pean Union supporting them all the way.  In tune

with PM’s vision of ‘Make in India’ and ‘Start Up

India’ with 2017 as the ‘year of mentoring start-

ups’, all the other 9 teams will be mentored and

groomed as Future Young Entrepreneurs.G  T
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Five students of AIS Pushp Vihar brought glory to the school and country by bagging the first prize

at the Global Round of The Future Young Entrepreneurs (FYE) Project at Berlin, Germany

Team speak

Our journey from ‘I’ to ‘We’ has taught us our biggest strength- team work. Winning

this project has been especially exhilarating as in India, children are not really encour-

aged when they come up with mature projects as these. It is only here at Amity where we were

not only encouraged but also provided the necessary support at every step. Our greatest take

away – learning to accept criticism constructively!

Team speak

Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan with the winning team of AIS Pushp Vihar, School Principal Ameeta Mohan, AERC Director Jyoti Arora and teacher guide Richa Chandna

Teams AIS PV & AIS Gur 46 with Arti Chopra, Principal, AIS Gur 46 and other dignitaries


